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THE PRESS 
AGAINST 


PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGE. 


Kensington, 22d March, 1831. 

I smauv wait till to-morrow before 
1 offer any remarks on the state of the 
cour/ry as regards the Rerorm Bixt ; 
because, to-morrow will tell us whe- 
ther the borough-people mean to fight 
the thing out, or to yield. In the mean- 
while I insert the most curious debate 
on the articles in the Old, Bloody Old 
Times newspaper, which, looking upon 
the borough-people as down, has been 
dancing on their carcasses, and, in fact, 
calling for their blood as clearly as it 
called for that of the jabourers and for 
mine, only three months ago. I beg 
the readers of the Register to read this 
debate with attention; and to mark, 
particularly, what was said by the 
Attorney-Gencral! He opposes a mo- 
tion for prosecuting this bloody paper 
for libels the most ferocious that ever 
Were put into print, because they were 
true! Mark that, reader. In the next 
Register I will, if I can get the papers, 
insert these publications of the bloody 
old paper, which really would seem to 
be written in a slaughter-house. So 
that it causes blood to be shed, it does 


}not seem to care much for what, or 


how: its delight is in carnage. It 
may be said that, whatever it may 
have been, it is now labouring in 
the same cause with me, and that, 
therefore, I ought to act towards it as 
towards a fellow-labourer. I deny all 
this: I deny that this infamous paper 
Wishes for Reform ; I know that it 
abhors the thought of it, It is clamour- 


| ing for it, because its customers are cla- 


mouring for it; but, if any-thing should 
happen to make the resu/t doubtful, we 
‘should see it begin to hesitate ; and if 
‘the result should be the defeat of the 
| bill, and a new Ministry likely to stand, 
{we should hear this very paper crying 
lout fur the blood of Lord Grey! ‘This 
has been its uniform course, from the 
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the present hour. Oh, no! no fellowe 
ship with this infamous paper, the crew 
who own which hate reform, and 
hate the present Ministry, whom they 
attacked in the basest manner only 
two days before the Reform Bill was 
brought forth, calling the Ministry “ all 
‘* ¢mbectiity, ali crotchet and Poulett 
“« Thompson.” When this vile thing 
heard the whole nation burst forth in 
applause of the bill and the Ministers, 
it instantly tacked about, and began to 
abuse the Duke of Wellington, Peel, 
and all the Opposition, in a really in- 
famous manner. It is the Robespierre 
of newspapers ; it is a literary blood- 
hound. Inow quit it for the present, 
requesting my readers to remember my 
words; namely, that if Lord Grey 
should be defeated, this paper will not 
only turn against him, but will, almost 
in so many words, call for his blood. 


Ft) 





3REACH OF PRIVILEGE. 


Sir Rovert Incuis.—I beg to call the at- 





tention of the House to a question which in- 
volves a Breach of its Privilege—a matter at 


| all times important, but now, when it has re- 


ference to a subject of the highest interest, 
peculiarly so. J am not myself a party con- 
cerned, nor have I to complain of any para- 
graph in which my name has been mentioned. 
But I should be unworthy of a seat in this 
House, if, after reading the paper which has 
been put into my hands, 1! should refrain from 
calling the attention of the House toit, On 
the eve of such a discussion as that which is 
now pending, it is not {it that Members should 
come to a vote with threats hanging over 
them, couched in such language as must re- 
quire some nerve to divest the mind of the 
effect of it. The paper to which 1 referi 

called The Times—respectable, as | under 
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stand, in point of talent, though how far at is 
so in other points of view, it is uot for me to 
inquire. I understaud, also, that it has a 
large circulation, and that it arrogates to 


itself the des 


of Europe, and talks of its own thunder. 
And, therefore, | rather bring this before 
the notice of the House than any more 
obscure journal, which may have been equal 
in virwence though not in effect, as it 
may not enjoy so large a circulation. 
It is my misfortune—or rather I do not 


consider it as a misfurtune—that | am not one 
of those who are in the habit of reading 7’he 
Times; a laugh ; though I shall call 
the attention of the House to only one para- 
graph, lam informed it forms but part of a 


but 


series which has existed from the first of 
March, the first dlav on which the noble Lord 
brought forward bis bill, all of which tend to 


degrade this House in the opinion of the peo- 


ple, and to hold up a large bouy ol those who 


take part in its deliberations as unworthy of 
the confidence of the country. (Hear, hear. 
Sir, we are lecislatit e for the country with 
Poissards in the gallery; aud unless we are 
able to disrevard all pul lic « pinion, I cannot 
say that we are placed io that calm situation 


in which we ought to be; aud we shall uot 
only be betraying our duty to the nation, but to 
ourselves and to the coustitution, if we suffer 


any oue of our Members, and much morea 


large number of them, to be insulted in the | 


way which is here dune. I shall content my- 
self with reading a single paragraph unless 
my motion is opposed, which I do not expect, 
as | have shaped it in strict conformity wath 
the precedeuts of the House. In one of The 
Times there has been published a list of those 
who are supposed to be introduced into this 
House by nominees, and I beg honourable 
Geptiemen to bear this in mind, for they will see 
how it is conuected with the paragraph which 
Lam now about read. ‘* The unanimous 
enthusiasm of the people of England in de- 
fence of the national rights and liberties ”’ 
{tremendous cheering)—The honourable and 
learned Gentleman (said Sir R. Inglis, turning 
to some one behind him on the Opposition 
benches, whom we were not able to discover 
has utterly mistaken my object and general 
character, if he thinks that | would complaiu 
of-that passage in the paragraph. 1| have no 
such but I am convinced that the 
paragraph would bardly be understood if I had 
not read the introductory line, on which I 
have no intention to fonud any motion. The 
article isin The Times of Monday, the l4th 
of this month, and on thus—** The 
unanimous enthusiasm of the people of Eng- 
land, in the defence of the national rights 
and liberties, was never so manifest within 
our recollection as on this present question 
of the Reform Bill; nor have we found 
recorded a single instance of rich and poor, 
high aud low, men of all conditions, pro- 
fessions, and fortunes, feeling an equal 
Sympathy in any cause, except, indeed, 
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iguation of the leading journal | 
{the plunderer himself, to favour his own ex- 
itortiou, bis own systematic conversion of the 


oma © 
‘jin 


in .that of war against some hated publis 
evemy. That enemy now is the usurper of the 


| people’s franchises—the cutpurse of the peo- 
| ple’s money—the robber of the public treasury 


under the forms of law—of laws enacted by 


fruits of other men’s industry to selfish or 


criminal uses. If the thing itself now about, 


we trust to God, to be expelled for ever 
from our re-established commonwealth— 
lif that has justly incurred the execration 
of every honest man in the community, 


how utterly disgusting it is to see the very 
igents of the system—those throuzh whom 
the whole of its oppression has 
been felt and exemplified during the last 
twenty years—push themselves forward to 
its and to 
charge with * ignorance,’ ‘ presumpti m,’  ab- 
surdity,’ nay * iniquity , a patriotic Goveri- 
ment and united Nation, for joining in one 
common effort to put the nuisance down. 
When, night after night, borough nominees 
rise to infest the proceedings of the House of 
Commons with arguments to justify their 
own intrusion into it, and their continnance 
there, thus impudently maintaming what the 
lawyers call ‘an adverse possession’ in spite 
of judgment against them, we really feel in- 


welgit 


bolster up vice and rottenness, 


clined to ask why the rightful owners of the 
House should be longer insulted by the pre- 
sence of such unwelcome inmates?” I am 
| happy that there is no lawyer to be found to 
| cheer this. * [t is beyond question a piece of 
ithe broadest and coolest effrontery in the 
world, for these hired lackeys of public de- 
| linquents to stand up as advocates of the dis~ 
gracetul serviee they have embarked in.” If 
| there is one man, Sir, in this House who wil’ 
state that this is not a gross and scandalous 
| breach of privilege (hear, hear) —that it is not 
a violent endeavour to disturb the freedom of 
| debate—that it is no attempt to degrade the 
| House in the judgment of its constituents ; if 
\there be one such, at least I will say that | 
| trust that every other Member will be iu op- 
position to such sentiments. (Hear, hear.) 
The last occasion on which this House was 
called upon to exercise its power in this way 
| was in the time of Mr. Fox, when that gentle- 
‘man made a complaint against The Public 
| Advertiser of that day; and if, after reading 
| this paragraph, I could have contented myseif 
with bemg silent, then, indeed, I should be 
unworthy of being a representative here, for I 
feel that though [ am not directly implicated 
by it, yet this House generally would be dis- 
graced, if such paragraphs as those were to be 
allowed without the just sense of the House 
being expressed upon them, (Hear, hear.) 
And if it should be said that we ought to wait 
longer, and see if a better tone will not be 
taken by this writer, all | can say is, that the 
longer indulgence of the House will only give 
the idea that such things may be done wth 
impunity. Under these circumstances , 
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before the House) to move, in the first place, 
that the paragraph be read by the Clerk of 


the House; and when read, I shall follow this | 


up with another motion. 

The CLerk then read the paragraph. 

Sir Roperr Inciis.—I feel that it is un- 
necessary to add another sentence to what 
I have already said, but to move ‘‘ that the 


paragraph now read is a false and scandalous! 


libel on this House, tending to deter the Mem- 
bers from the discharge of their duty, and to 
alienate from the House the respect and con 
fidence of their fellow-subjccts.”’ (Hear, hear.) 

Au HoNnoURABLE Member, who spoke un- 
der the gallery, and was not very distinctly 
heard, complained that ke himself had been 
made the object of attack by the Editor also. 
Jn the report of a meeting, which took place 
in the city, he was pointed out by one of the 
speakers as being either a knave ora fool, 


aiso insinuating that he had a large sum of 


money embarked iu the present system, and 
that his vote was influenced by that con- 
sideration. He had consulted with his friends 
whether it would be right for bim to introduce 
this matter to the notice of the House, and 
had declined it upon the consideration that it 
might look like too much sensitiveness on 
the part of a young Member. 
could add his testimony to the justice of the 
remarks of the honourable Baronet, for his 
hovest cenviction was, that after the extra- 
vagance to which the public press had gone 
(and he did not speak this either with warmth 
or want of consideration), it was the bounden 


duty of the House to take that course which | 


should free it from such licentious attacks. 
(Hear, hear.) 
ings that might be raised in theirown bosoms, 
but there were considerations, as affecting 
their constituents, which made it their duty 
to check that course of abuse and invective, 
in which almost the universal press of the 
country was indulging, 

The Question being put from the Chair, 

Lord ALTHORP wished to put it to the 
hou. Baronet whether it was desirable to pro- 
pose such a Resvlution, as the one he bad 
now offered, without giving due notice to the 
House? (Hear, hear.) He trusted that the 
lon. Baronet would have no objection to post- 
pone it to another day. 

Sir R. InGiis begged to state to the noble 
Lord, that he bad strictly followed the pre- 
cedeut of the Jast occasion when such a 
myuou was brought before the House; and 


} 


he apprehended that it was not usual iu such 


Cases to postpone the motion, (Hear.) 
Mr. CaLckarr thought that the hon. 
Baronet having had the paragraph rea lL ought 


satished with that otep 5 for he was sure 


=i 
ii 
iat the words of the hon. Baronet’s subse- 


could out 


fe was sure that the paragraph ceiucd have 


Cnt resolution not be borne 


10 tendency to prevent the member. of that 
House from doing their duty. (Mi; cmurs of 

scontent.) He would beg that tue motion 
wigut be read again, 
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He, however, | 


He did not fear for the feel- | 
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| The Speaker accordingly read the hon, 
Baronet’s motion again. 

Mr. Catcrarr: From his knowledge of 
ithe House of Commons of England, he did 
not think that the paragraph would bave any 
such tendency. (Hear, hear.) He was quite 
convinced that it was impossible to proceed 
(im a more ungracious manner than by dis- 
cussing a measure of this sort, and attempt- 
ling to divert the minds of hon. Members 
from the important question of the evening 
by the course taken by the hon. Baronet. 
(Hear, hear.) He was not prepared to speak 
!in defence of The Times, or any other news- 
paper, or in condemnation either; but he 
would say, that the press of this country must 
} continue free, and that he never knew that 
' 
' 
| 
' 


House gain any-thing in the opinion of the 
cauntry, or ultimately in its own opinion, by 
entering into controversies of this sort. 
Hear, hear.) If these articles were libels, 
the Attorney-General was the proper person 
lto take notice of them. (Cries of No, no.) 
|He would rather that a prosecution should 
| come from that quarter, without any iuterfer- 
ence on the part of the House. 
| Mr. Barinc was «disposed to join the 
|right hon. Gentleman in persuading the hon. 
Saronet to withdraw his motion, though only 
for a short time. He must, however, main- 
tain that the House, whether in its present 
| shape, or degraded according to the provisions 
of the new bill, would be unmindful of its 
own dignity, if it suffered such attacks to be 
made. He thought that nothing could be 
more fatat ta the freedom of debate in that 
| House, than the recommendation of the right 
hon. Gentleman to refer such proceedings to 
the Attorney-General (hear, hear,), leaving 
to any person, whatever his motives, whether 
set ou by the crown at one time, or by the 
people at another, to throw out reflections on 
the House. But the reason why he recom- 
j}mended delay to the hon. Baronet, was, be- 
| cause the paragraph had reference to the real 
jnature of the subject which they were about 
|to debate. That subject was the Constitution 
‘of the House of Commons, aud therefore if 
they were to debar public writers from saying 
that the constitution of Parliament was 
vicious and bad, it would be in reality saying 
| that there should be no free discussion out of 
doors on that very subject which now agitated 
the country from oue end of it to the other, 
He admitted that the paragraph that had 
been read, and many others in the same paper 
for, contrary to the hon. Baronet, be read 
The Times every morning (a , went far 
in showing the usness of the press, 
and the expressions that bad beeo used were 
very injudicious, and worthy, ou any otuver 
up. On any 
uld not be nice; but when 


te pris ileges 
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subject, of being severely tas 
other t pic he sh 
the art 
of the Ho 
the length proposed by the hon. 
felt no apprehension for the vote 
give, and he was sure no Member need be 
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under any apprehension, for he never saw a' lacqueys of public delinquents,’”’ who ought 
great question, though discussed with much; not tv dare *‘ te stand up as the advocates of 
animation, discussed with more quietness.) the disgraceful services they bad embarked 
He saw no disposition whatever to impede free | in?'’ (Hear, hear.) He, therefore; thanked 
discussion. He hoped that his hon. Friend | bis hon. Friend for having brought forward 
would have found it possible not to have;the motion. He admitted that that question 
noticed these expressions; and he hoped his| was open to a couiflict of opinion, because it 
hon. Friend would yet see the expediency of ' was the produce of the moment, and there 


Tue Press acainst Parumatentaky Paivitece. “7S” 


not carrying the subject any farther. He 
hoped that his hon. Friend would leave his 
resolution as a notice, which he was sure 
would operate as a notice that though the 
subject might be treated with freedom, it 
must be treated with decency. 

Mr. Percevar felt himself at all times very 
inadequate tu take part in any discussion for 
which he was not previously prepared, but he 
could not avoid speaking on the question. He 
could not agree with the desire expressed by. 
the hon. Member for Callington, still less 
could he agree with the observations of the 
Right hon. Geotleman, the late Paymaster of 
the Forces (Mr. Calcraft). According to his 
poor ability, and looking to the state of the 
country, he had no hesitation in saying, now 
that the question had been mooted by bis hon. 
Friend, that it could not be got rid of in the 
manver proposed by the hou, Member for 


were no fixed principles to guide them in 
coming to a decision on the propriety of bring- 
ing such questions before the House; but 
now that it had been brought before it, the 
House could not shrink from its duty, or get 
rid of the motion by a verbal amendment. 
It was an attack on their privileges, and they 
could not pass it over without a dereliction of 
duty. (Cheers.) 

Sir Francis Burpvett agreed with the hon. 
Member who spoke last, that the Press had, 
with undeviating perseverance, with com- 
manding interest, with ¢reat ability, and with 
great patriotism and integrity (No, no! and 
cheers )—with great patriotism and integrity, 
fought the battle which was then at issue 
between the people and the boroughmongers 
who sat in that House. (Cheers.) -He could 
not doubt what would be the issue, whatever 
course might be taken; and as the matter 


Cellington, without that House forfeiting all | had beea brought for inquiry before the peo- 


its authority and losing its character in the 
couvtry. The question having been mooted, 
if the House declined proceeding—if it did 
not vote the paragraph a gross libel and a 
breach of the privileges of the House—if the 
House did not with a firm spirit’ do its duty, 
and assert its dignity, it would give an as- 
cendancy to the Press which it cculd acquire 


ple of the country, he had no doubt that the 
corrupt state of the representation (No, no! 
and cheers)—to whomever the question 
might be referred, before whatever Jury it 
might be brought, before any society of gen~ 
tlemen—that they would all be of the same 
opinion as the generality of the people of Eog- 
land, and of the sanie opinion as he was re- 





by no other meaus. It might have been a} specting the corruption of that House. (Cheers ; 
question of discretion as to bringi:g the’! no, ne.) He was indifferent to the vote of 
subject forward, though he for one did not| that House. The statement of the fact of its 
think it ought uot to have been brought! general character was by the hou. Gentleman 





forward; bat, having beeh brought under the 
notice of the: House, it had no course left but 
to vote the paragraph quoted a gross breach 
of privilege, and take notice of it accordingly. 
He was not aware, when his hon. Friend 
called the attention of the House to the para- 
graph, as he was not then in the House, if he 
had connected it with a long series of similar 
paragraphs which could not have been writ- 
ten but with the intention of deterring the 
Members of the House of Commons from 
doing their duty, and of releuting the effect 
of their vote, by lbelling their character and 
rendering their authority of no avail in the 
couatry. This article was one of the series: 
and neo man who had read the series could 
entertain the least doubt that such was the 
intention of the writer of that Paper, vor that 
he was resu'vel to deter the Members of the 
House from doing their duty, by helding 
them up to the scorn and hatred of the coun- 
try. (Hear, hear. Was not ten 
dency of these articles, when it was said that 
they vught not to show their faces in that 
House? Was it not the tendency of these 
articles to deter them fro: doing their duty ? 
aud were they not described as * the hires 


such the 


called a violation of its privileges, when it 
was made by an honest writer. (A laugh.) 
For that statement of a fact, when made 
abroad, which hon. Gentlemen kuew to he 
true, of which they ought to be ashamed, 
when their practices were exposed by the 
Press, the hon. Gentleman stated that it was a 
violation of the privileges of the House. He 
did not think it was wise to call any part of 
the Press before the House in the present 
excited stae of the country. (No, no! cheers.) 
The Members spoke of the tendency of the 
articles of the Press; but they overlooked the 
tendency of those constant violations of the 
vital spirit and vital liberties of the country— 
those violations both of the law end the Con- 
stitrtion of which they were all sensible when 
they voted that resolution at the beginning of 
every session which lay on their table, and 
which declared that it was a violation of the 
privileges of that House for Peers, or great 
money, or mere money dealers to traffic m 
seats of that House. ‘To do that was a viola- 
tion of their highest privileges, and yet it was 
Cheers.) Let the hon. Gen- 
tlemen bring forward those violations of there 
privileges which, with true hypocrisy wer¢ 





done every day. 
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now overlooked; for the people were sick, }had noright to take that method of asserting 


the nation was sick, every man was sick of | its privileges. 


those continued violations both of the law and 
the constitution, which made that House any- 
thing but a representation of the people. 
(Hear.) The hon. Member talked of ten- 
dency; let him put down that tendency to 
destroy the constitution which arose from the 
interference of great men; let him put down 
the late nefarious practices that were avowed ; 
let him put down, too, the influence of such 
men in that House which had a tendency to 
destroy the rights and the liberties of the 
people. Feeling so, thinking that it was not 
in a case of the infringement of the legal 
rights and privileges of the House proper for 
the House to erect itself into a judge of its 
own cause, assuming what it could have no 
evidence to prove, and carrying into execu- 
tion the punishment it decreed for offences 
against its own dignity—as for the character 
of that House, it was destroyed many years 
ago (cheers, no, no)— he was astonished that 
Members should now be so squeamish, when 
it had beem avowed in that House that prac- 
tices existed which, at au early period of its 
history, it would have been the duty of the 
Speaker to call the Member to order who 
shuuld have alludedto them, They had since 
then been avowed. 
Maddocks detected Lord Castlereagh and Mr. 
Percival in practising this corrupt traffic, they 
having turned out a Member, Mr. Quintiu 





{ 


He bad himself been found 
guilty of a libel on that House, buthe inferred 
that it was an unjust sentence, and he cared 
not that he had been found guilty, because the 
House was not a proper tribunal to try such 
questions, (Hear, hear.) He would venture 
to say, whatever legal proceedings might be 
had, whether they were to get damages if such 
an action could be brought, or to inflict a vin- 
dictive punishment for the violation of the 
dignity, or as necessary to support tho virtue 
of the House, he would venture to say that 
they must fail. If the House, therefore, came 
to a vote, he hoped it would not be from the 
expectation of bringing the affair to a favour- 
able issue. Feeling as he did, he should not 
have done justice to the House or the public if 
he had not expressed his sentiments in the 
way he had done. (Cheers. ) 

Sir C. WeTuerece said, that there was no 
man who was more an advocate for freedum of 
speech, and no mau more permitted himself 
freely to use his speech, than the hon. Member 
fur Westminster, who was a great friend to 
freedom of debate in that House. (Hear, hear.) 
The hon. Baronet set out with being a lover of 
popularity; he was an advocate of freedom, 
a great theorist, and a great practiser of the 


Since 1807, when Mr. | doctrines of libe:ty and equality (cheers, and 


No, no); but, at the same time, since he (Sir 
C. Wetherell) had bad a seat im that House, 
a more dictatorial speech, more dictatorial ia 


Dick, he believed, because, holding his seat | language, more dictatorial in manner, more 


for seme borough under their influence, he 
would not vote as they wished on the subject 
of the Duke of York, they requiring only 
Members as tuols in that House—when these 
Members were detected in flagranti delicto, 


aud when that question was brought: before | 


the Louse, what then was the defence set up? 
He would first state that the Ministers, those 
whe were concerued in the traffic, did as was 
now recommended to the Borough Members 
to do, they had the deceucy to walk out of 


| 


dictaturial in principle, more full of usurpation, 
more full of that arrogance which carries the 
dictatorship of tyraany into the freedom of 
debate, he had never heard. The declaration 
of the bon. Baronet had never been equalled 
in that House. The hon, Baronet had the 
presumption to recommend the borough Mem- 
bers to retire, of whom (said Sir Charles) Lana 


‘one. (A laugh.) Does he dare (continued Sir 


the House into the lobby, sure that the persons | 


they left behind would whitewash them; 
they had the decency to go out, and did not 
vote on the question. Let the Boroughmon- 
gers imitate that couduct when the subject in 
which they were interested was discussed, aud 
let them do it with a good grace ; for whether 
they did it with a good grace or a bad grace, 
their votes, he could tell them, would have no 
more effect than whistling to the winds. (Hear, 
hear, cries of ‘* Question.”’) What was the 
defence of these Ministers, who intended to 
commit an offence, but who had not completed 
it, who bad begun a bargain, but had not con- 


cluded it, because they were caught in the} 


fact; who were found with the band in the 
pocket, but had not drawn forth the pocket- 
haudkerchief; what was the defence of these 
Ministers ? Why, they escaped by the vreat 
argument, that bribery and corruption were 
48 notorious as the suu at noou-day. It was 
indifferent to him what the decision of the 


' 


| assembly. 


Charles) to call upon me, dues he dare to call, 
does he presume to call upon me (a laugh), 
does he dare to call upon honourable and in- 
dependent gentlemen, gentlemen as honour- 
able and independent as he is (cheers); does 
the hon. Baronet, I say, dare to call upon me 
to go out of the House, and not to vote on the 
question which is to revolutionise the legis- 
lature? (No, no.) I say yes. The hon. Ba- 
ronet advised the borough Members to go out 
of the House. This is the most ultra dicta- 
torship, or I will say, as the noble paymaster 
of the Forces said of one the other day, the 
plus ultra dictatorship, over the debates of 
this House that was ever known in a public 
Shall I retire when the hon. Ba- 
ronet keeps his seat? (Hear, hear.) Shall I 
go out while he keeps his place on a leather 
cushion ? (Hear, hear.) When the hon. Ba- 
ronet, with due liberaiity, recommended me 
to go out, docs he think that he is to be allowed 
slyly to blackball all those Meubers who will 
not vote for the revolutionary principles of a 
Jacobin revolution? He could tell the hon. 


House was, but he would say, that the House} Baronet (Sir Charles coutin red) that the 


} 
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borough Members would do their duty. After 
commenting at some further length on the 
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dictatorship of the hon. M-mber for West- | 


minster, the hon. Baronet proceeded to discuss 


the question before the Hou:e. The hon. 
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the Editorof The Jv:nes was desirous of obtain- 
ing.( Hear, hear.) There was some truth, but he 
thought, more danger iu that opinion, It was 
evident that the House eucourages by its 


silence, and by not noticing such attacks, the 


Baronet had only drawn a short conclusion 


from long premises, he had indeed had 
thivg but premises, aud he hoped the House 
wonld allow him to lay down his premises 
before he came to a conclusion. He had been 
a reader of J’he Time s, The foreign articles ol 
that paper were written with greater ability 
than those of any other paper, aud ( 
he read The Times. Wis name 
believed, alluded to in the paragraph retferre 
to by the hou. Member fur Oxford ; that para- 
h might apply 
the case of all 


for thuse 

hot, he 
! 
‘ 


Was 


graph was not ove of those whic 
to A, b, or ¢ : but it 


those whom it was propose 


described 

| 1 tu exp ‘Lfrom the 
House, or not less thon 160 Members. That 
paragraph was a libel on that House and its 
Members, aud proscribed 160 of its Members. 
Ju his view of the paragraph he did not agree 
Pavmaster of the 


with the opinion of the late 


Forces (Mr. Calcralt.) if his right hon. Friend 
looked at it, he would see that it did not de- 
pend on the Press if its libels did not take 
effect. His right bou. Frieud did not like the 
form of expression in which his hon. Friend 


had clothed his motion; but, for his 
did not object to it. He did not know that he 
should, himself, have taken notice of such a 
libel; but it having been taken notice of and 
brought before the House, there 
doubt that it was a libel on the House, 
gross attack on its prin ileges. 
clude ! 


part, he 


coul | be Yu 
and a 
He would cou 
hy saying, that he had never given a 
vote of which he was more convinced of the 
propriety than he was of the vote he should 
give in favour of his hou. Friend’s motion. 
(Hear. 
( hat the mo- 
tian of the hon. Member bad uot gone further, 
and taken inte consideration the other numbers 
of The Times. If he had gone to the paper of 
thé 2d March, he might have introduced some 
i ithe gentlemen of 
l » stigma- 


more revoltiug specimens 
the Press, aud of their endeavours t 


those who dared 


tise as scandalous to show 
their faces again in the House, should the 
Parliament be dissolved. That paper said, aud 
he remembered the words well, ‘* that the 
now infamous and marked-out nominees 
of peers and other opul persons would be 
justly handed t condign punishment o 

popular indignat a should dare t 


no- | 


Press to proceed in its present course. He 
saw this, but he was in part reconciled to 
silence by its being observed, that these para- 
graphs the mere productions of an 
anonymous libeller. Those who wrote suct 
libels were no better than cowardly assassins ; 
and if they were not as cowardly as they were 
licentious—if they had the spirit—they would 
be cowardly He hoped that the 
people would have more good sense than to 


were 


assassilis. 


allow their judgments to be led astray by 


said. He bh id heard 


what these papers no 
person speak of these paragraphs but with iu- 
diguation. The hon. Baronet (the Member 
for Westminster hal atte nipte | to defend 


them, and in his opinion the defence and the 
ner. He trusted 
be intimidated 


thy of each ot 


would 


cause were W 
that no hon. member 
from doing his duty by the threats of such 


meu, He h yped that tliey would do their 
duty conscientiously, and he trusted they 
would stand firm, though they should pay 


with their lives for the performance of the 
duty. He at least was determined to resist, at 
; this most revolutionary measure ; 
and if ere carried, he did not believe that 
the same class of men as at present would find 
their wav into the House of Commons, 
Question.) The ornaments of the Honse, 
he test men, the brightest patriots, had 
into that House through the 


every step, 


it Ww 


the er 
found their way 
means that were now denounced by the noble 
Lord—with rreat consistency, as the 
House and the country might Know by com- 
aring the noble Lord’s plans with his written 


no 


P ee 
works: and if those denounced means were 
such men would lonver find 
to Parliament. (Question 


uid that it was impossible 


done away, no 
their way in 


Lord ALTHORP 


to deny that this was a question of the privi- 


leres of the House. Hear But it was a 
different question whether the subject ought 
to have been brought before the House or 
Reform interested all 


The question ot 
ited the wh 


the people : it ha l ex 


i 
i 

. 1 

it could 


not. 
le vation, 


and not be denied that improper 
+! , ‘ 
language had been used on both sides. (Hear, 
] Baronet 


nourable say 


hear. Would the h 
that no attacks were made on the Ministers ? 
Were they not called revolutionary? Were 
they not attacked for eadeavouring, as was 


untry 
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jot do itself anv eredit, and would not im- | that it was not prudent to commit the House 
crease the re spect of the peontle. Under these to acontest with the ] eop'e, which was un- 
circuinstances, he felt a difficulty as to what doubtedly a subject of serious consideration. 


c e to pursue, aud if it were consistent, But it could not be doubted that these libels 
wits the forms of the House, he would move | would go on increasing if they were unnoticed 
the previous question. The noble Lord con-|—would not any person who might be brought 
clided by moving the previous question. }up at a future time justly complain of the in- 


Mr. CAMPBELL referred to the cases of the! justice of the House in allowing writers to go 


t 
Queen's Trial and to the period of the Catho- such leugths, aud having passed over these 
SJ | 


lic Emancipation, to show that in periodsof libels as unworthy ef notice? To that 
much popular excitement warm and intempe- course, then, he could not assent. He knew 
rate language had generally been overlooked. the inconveniences to which public men ex- 
He complained of the honourable Member posed themselves by embracing the course he 
not having brought forward the subject im- recommended; he Knew the penalty they 
mediately after it had occurred; it echt to must pay, and he was not afraid to meet it. 
have been ov the momeut. The House had (Hear 
sat every day last weck, even Saturday, and Sir James Grauam had heard the speech 
vet not one word had been said ont bject of his right honourable Friend with regret, 
till that night. [be honourabie and learned but not with astonishment. He was aware 
My moe ii ule Said furthe r © rvatton that ! is ry ht hnonot rable Priend had a par- 
which, as he spoke from under i pallieryv, btiality thr ugh his whole life to support the 
were 0 audibl iorms of ti Liouse, and, there fore, he was 
Mr. C. Wyw~w regretted that he could not nets rprised at his speech. He had heard, 
vith his 1 e Friend liear, hear. however, that speech with great regret, for 
Whethe r not it wa siral to have though he was aware of the opinions of his 
! ht forward the subject was e thine, late colleague and right honourable Friend on 
} i ‘ i beeu t ird lhe the subj t of retorm, he was hin self Sill- 
was compelled to Say that the tl could cer ly and ardentiv cesirous that the House 
take no ler CO; man to deci that it should come to a favourable decision on that 
wa libel, and an infriugement o1 e privi great question Cails of *€ Question.” if 
leges of the Hous Considering the nature the House would allow him, he was anxious 
fthe great question befure the House, the to be permitted to say a few words, though he 
param it interest it ha | excited the coun- should ! e reluctant to infringe on the rules of 


: Sy Pe a : : 
ry, and the great taleuts that had been called the House. He knew its general courtesy, 
intu the discussion, he thought some greater and should be ready to bend to its wishes. 


latitude might be allowed than ordinary cir- He was about to say, that though no man was 
cumstances. Ifthe discussion had been con- , more ardently desirous than he was, that the 
fined to the defects of the Constitution, and to | great measure which had received the sanction 
show the necessity of reforming it, he would | of the Administration should be approved of 
allow great liberty. But what was this writing? | by Parliament, yet there was one feeling in 


It wentto deprive a creat part of the Members | bis heart which was more ardent still, and that 


of that House of the freedom of deliberati mm. | Was, that the Jiscussions ou this question 


+ 


He begged the second paragraph referred to| should be conducted so as to preserve the 


might be read. peace of the country, and the stability of our 
The Clerk accordingly read the following | institutions, and that there should be uo ex- 
paragraph :— : citemeut of any angry feelings either in that 
“ When, night after night, borough nomi- | House or the country. Entertaining that 
nees rise to iufest the proceedings of the| wish, he thought it was most unfortunate 
House of Commons with arguments to justify | that the bon. Member for Oxford should bave 


heir own intrusion into it, and their continu- | regarded it as his duty to bring before the 
anee there, thus impudeutly maintaining | House a question of that nature, when the 
what the lawvers call au ‘ adverse possession,’ | eyes of all the country were turned on the 
in spite of judgment against them, we really} House, and all the nation was waiting in 
feel inclined to ask why the rightful owners of | breathless expectation for its decision. He 
the Huuse shoul! be lougwer insulted by tne; Was sorry that his honourable Friend had 


presence of such unwelcome inmates ? It is | deemed it his duty to turn aside attention 


beyond question a piece of the broadest and | from that great quesion to a conflict be- 
coolest etfroutery in the world, for these hired | tween the privileges of that House and the 
lacqueys of public delinquents to stand up as | freedom of the press. It was desirable that 
advocates of the disgraceful service they have there should be no such discussion between 
embarked in.’ the House and the press before they canmve tS 

The bon. Member continued—If that were | settle the great question of the evening, ‘He 
not the despotism of that arbitrary system of hoped he should not betray any sorepess on 
L:berty which they had seen elsewhere; if sucha subject, but week after week —Sunday 
that were vot the introduction into this country after Sunday (hear, hear), some kind friend 
of that system of tolerant intolerance which of his who bad probably left the warm pre~ 
Would allow no liberty to any opinions but his cincts of office (hear, hear), * casting long 
own, he did not know what was. It was said | lingering looks behind him” (hedr, and a 


’ 








woo 
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lauch), made attacks of somewhat the 
same description on bim and the right ho- 
nourable Frieuds who sat near him. He was 


reminded after day of the question 
directed to him in the course of the debate bs 
the hon. Member for Borouchbridze (Sir C. 
Wetherell), and he was asked what will vour 
constituents at Cockermouth say to this >? (A 
Jaugh. He was vilified and abused in the 
eoarsest terms of sarcasm and invective ridi- 
but was he deterred from the fulfilment 


attacks? 


’ 
aay 


cule ; 
of his duty by the repetition of these 
No. If he wanted any additional stimulus to 
pursue the course he had undertaken, and to 
discharge his duty to his country and to his 
constituents honestly, fairly, and conscien- 
tiously, he found that stimulus in the attacks 
to which he ‘Hear, 
hear. If, however, these attacks are to be 
taken as questions of privilege on one 
they are equally so on the other; and those 
who would punish the newspapers for what 
they may cousider as libe's will be 


them ( lve ; 


was thus subjected. 


side, 


bound 
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to abstain from many of those ob- 


servations which bad been used but too freely 
in the course of the debates on reform. It! 
will be their bounden duty to suppress all 
those passages in the speeches of the mem- 


bers which stigmatise the measure of reform 
now the ministers, under t 
sanuct ou of the Sovereign, as tending to bring 


Hear.’ 


proposed by 


about a revolution. 
but the other evening, 
cussions, that an hon. Baronet (Sir H. Har- 
dinge 
if carried,’ shak« 
the Sovereign, 
ment had 
aud echoed in the newspapers (hear), and yet 


the crown from the head of 
Hear, hear.) That senti 


been since repeated in the House, 


{ 
ie 


Why, it was | 
in course of the dis- | 


declared that the Reform Bill would. | 


no oue on that side of the House had thought 
. . . ° * ' 

of treating it asa breach of privilege, or an 
' 


invasion of the right of free discussion. Bet 
ter at ouce shut up the gallery of that House, 


and proclaim to the world, by a rigid enforce- 


meut of the Standing Orders, that no strangers 
shall be admitted, ner no account of the pro- 
ceedin 
They might as well put an end at once to all 


free discussion as to attempt, bva proce eding 
like that recommended by the hon. Baronet 
(Inglis), endeavour to prescribe the limits 


? 
; 


in Which itis to be carried on. 
that « 


Of the danger of 
use to the country and to the constitu- 
| 


os of that House go forth to the public. | 


‘ly as the libeller in the newspaper? 


tion he bad not, however, the slightest doubt -e 


and 1 SU much dread would he hold the 


prospect of such an event, that although the 
passing of the Reform Bill was one of the 
dearest to his heart, and which he 


objec 
prove most beneficial to 


considered likely to 


his country, yet he would be content to forego 
reform its If, rather than abandon that free- 
dom of discussion and publicity of their pro 


ceedings which was so essential to the pre- 
servation of their constitutional liberties. 
{Hear.) If he was called on to express an 
opinion on the subject of the article in The 
Times, he would say with the noble Lord (Al- 
thorp) that he could not defend it; but he 


‘ 
seat 1n 
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called on them, at the same time, when they 
al with this question in the 
the bon. Baronet 
they were a delibe- 


pro] sed to d 


manner recommended by 
Inglis), to consider that 


ratis - a sembly, and that they could not, as 
parties, exercise a sound discretion in the 
capacity Of judges. (ffear He agreed in 
the force of the observations of the hou. Bae 
ronet (the Member for Westminster), with 


to the lanzguave of some of the pe- 
h had been presented, and which 
that House had not hesitated to receive and 
to allow to be printed, The Members of 
Duke of Newcastle had been spoken of in 

boroughs of Lord Fitz- 
and could they, 
themselves to be 


reicrenc? 


titious whi 


the 


these ps titions ; the 
william had been alluded to ; 
afte r 1s adimitte l 
nominees, declare they were the real repre- 
sentatives of the people ? Hear The right 
hon. Baronet concluded by observing, that he 
thought what had-been already said and done 
on this subject would operate as a salutary 
warning on both sides ; but if the hon. Baro- 
net pressed his motion to a division, he must 
oppose it for the sake of the peace of the 
country, and the safety of our public institu. 
tions. (Hear.) 

Sir H. Harpince thought, 


havin r THUS 


that the right 


hon, Baronet who had ju ts} oken, although 
he deprecated further discussion, was one of 


those who had done his utmost to prolong it. 
(Hear The right hon. Baronet had gone 
out of his way to select an illustration for bis 
argument, and had chosen to mix up an ex- 
pression of his in reference to the Reform 
Bill, with the subject then before the House, 
as if there was something in his observation 
in common with that libel which every Mem- 
ber of either side condemned. (Hear, hear.) 
Was there anything in the expression of an 
opinion that the Reform Bill had a tendency 
to loosen the crown on the head of the King, 
to be found in common with the lanecuage of 
the libel in the newspaper, that the right hon: 
Baronet should find it necessary to advert toit 
so pointedly ? (Hear, hear. Was he (Sir H. 
Hardinge) to be debarred from the expression 
of his opinions in that House, because libels 
were published out of it? Did the right hon, 
Baronet mean to make ita parallel ease, and to 
say he had expressed his opinions on the reform 
bill as indiscreetly and coarsely and improper- 
Hear.) 
Another hon. Member had stigmatised him as 
a boroughmonger, who ought not to havea 
that House. There were, however, 
some boroughmongers even among them 
most closely connected with the Government. 
He saw sitting beside the right hon. baronet 
Sir J. Graham) at that moment a Member of 
the Government, who sat fora borough closer 
by far than that which he represented, and, 
indeed, one of the closest in the country. 
Hear, hear. We believe Lord Jobn Rus- 
sell was the Member alluded to.) He beg- 
ged, however, to remind the hon. Member 
that he bad represented the city of Dur- 
ham in that House for more than nine years, 
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and that the number of his constituents were 
at no }* 1] 1.200. Llear. ile 


riod than 
I r, represented a place where the 


ess 


’ 


yw, naweve 


constituency was not so numerous, but he 
could conscientiously declare that he was as 
free to speak his opinion and to give his vote |] 
mb any subject at that moment as he was be- 
fore What ri rt, t! en, had the honourable 


Baronet to stigmatise him as unfit to sit in 


that House trom beiug a boroughmonger? 
Hear, bear, hear lt it was possible for 
im to forget the court sy Wilite h was due to 
the hon. Bart. (the Member for Westminster ’ 
he would say, that if the hon. Baronet pre- 
sumed to insinuate be (Sir H. Hardinge) was 

t at liberty to express his Oj} il ions freely 


ud fairly in that Llo flung back the 


use, he 


imputation with scorn. (Hear, hear.) He 
recretted the debate which had now taken 
place. Ile revretted that the hon. Member 
tur Oxford had b el lit the question befor e 


em, and he was occasion of it. 
He was ‘rred by cla- 
mour from the expression of his feelings with 
respect to the Reform bill. He respected thr 


SUrry for the 
not, however, to be det 
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them to be martyrs, and elevated them into 
heroes. (Hear.) He had, at one time, in vain 
pressed the House to pass over a vote of the 
same description as that which was then re- 
An hon. Member had written a 
amphlet which gave great offence to that 
It was de termined that he should be 
committed to Newgate; and what was the 
result?) He was returned most triumphantly 
as Member for Westminster at the next elecs 
tion. (Hea If he could suppose that, by 
ipporting the motion of the hon. Member for 
ford, he could deter others from similar ofe 
es, then he should not hesitate ; but as they 
could not hope that, he thought that the pres 
servation of freedom of discussion would be ma- 
terially affected by consenting to the course 
which was proposed. 

Sir F. Burpetr said, he was always dise 
posed to adopt that course which he thought 


ry 
biouse. 


| best fitted to secure the rights of the peop le. 
The hon. Gentleman (Sir. H. Nardinge) said 
he had no constituents (Cries of no! and 
spoke! during which the right hon. Baronet 


opinions of the people and their claims; but 
when the coustitution of the country was at) 
issue, he was prepared to come before the 


people and resist the fulfilmeut of 
of the subject. The right hon. Ge 
concluded by 


their view 
ntleman 


declaring that he was deter- 


mined to do his duty, and to express his 
ypinions fearles and conscientiously, in 
i ° ‘ . . 

spite of the taunts of the houourable Member 


for Westminster, orthe clamours and attempts 
at intimidation of any party either within or 
without that House. (Hear.) 

Lord Joun Russet defended the expres- 
sions of his honourable Friend James 
Graham), aod denied that bis right honourable 
Friend intended to draw any comparison be 
tween the expressious of the right honourable 
Gentleman (Sir H. Hardinge), and those of 
the writer in the newspaper. His right hon. 
Friend merely wished to show the heat and 
strength of expression which had been oc- 
casionally drawn forth by the 
in which they were engaged. The noble 
Lord then proceeded to observe, that the 
House should pause before they committed 


Sir 


discussions 


themselves to sanction the proceedings 
now recommended — for they who pro- 
ey ay the language of the Newspaper 
to | alse and seditious—they who were at- 
tacked were now ahout to inflict the punish- 


ment; and, with their passions inflamed by 
hearing the offensive passage read to them 
by the hon. Member, they refused even a day 


for consideration before ‘they came to their 
vote of censure and condemvpation. (Hear.) | 
He confessed that he thought the course they 


were pursuing would have an effect the reverse 
of that which they anticipated. 
at large, who disap proved of that House con- 
stituting itself at once an accuser and judge, 
were too much in the habit of taking a very 
different view of such proceedings, for they 
frequently pronounced those who sufferei by | 


The people | 


| 


resuined his seat; but he immediately rose 
again, in obedience to the louder and more 
reneral call from bis own side of the House.) 
lLiowever much he might be disposed to regard 
the hon. Member, he must be permitted to say 
without intending to give him any offence, 
that when the state of the representation and 
the vital interests of the pe ple were under 
consideration, as be understood them now 

be on the question of Reform, he was de- 
termined to do his duty, in spite of all the 
clamour and in defiance of all consequences. 


| The hon. Member had placed lim in the situ- 


|large body of constituents. 


( 


ation of one of those who had no constituents. 
(Cries of no.) 

Sir H, Harpin6e, in explanation, said the 
hon. Baronet made a mistake in persisting to 
assert that he had no constituents. The 
borough he now represented had now, in the 
year 1831, a greater number of voters than it 
possessed at the time the franchise was first 
couferred on them, and many more than it 
had in the year 1648, when the representative 
system was settled, at the Revolution ; and he 
might add, that, for the last fifty years, the 
number hi 1d gone on increasing every year. 
‘Hear, hear.) 

Sir F. Burvett said, that however distin- 
guished the honourable Gentleman might 
he as a Member of that House, and however 
honestly and efficiently he might fulfil the 
duties of office, still he wanted the essential 
quality of a representative of the people—a 
With respect to 
the Reform Bill shaking the Crown from the 
i head of the King he must say that in his 
opinion, it would fix it more firmly on his 
brow without that dimming of its lustre which 
was the consequence of its participating in 
the abuses of those who had properties in 
boroughs. (Hear.) 

Sir R. InGuis, in reply, said, he might have 
concurred in the proposal of the noble Lord if 
there had been a single individual found ia 
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expressing his regret that a question of this 
kind had beeu brought forward on the eve of 
the greater debate, and under circumstances 
which bore the appearauce of a dispositivn 
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to delay the decision on the most important 
topic which ever came uuder their cousider- 
ation. 

Alter a few words from Sir (¢ 


’. Wetherell, 


Sir R. Peer disowned, for bimself, an in- 
tention to obstruct the debate which was 
expected, and observed, that be had not even 


heard of an intention to make such a motion 
until he entered that House, and heard that 
it was commenced. He trusted this explana- 
that side of the House from 
the prejudice might be raised against 
them by the learned Gentleman’s observations, 

Mr. Staney,amid loud cries of ** Question,” 
contended, that the people would look on the 
whole proceeding as an attempt to set aside 
the decision on the Reform Bill. (Hear. ) 

Sir R. INGuis thought the learned Gentle- 
mau (the Attorney-General) should not have 
referred to the conversation he held with bim 
ou the subject of these papers, unless he had 
also repeated the nature of that conversation, 
He (Sir R.Iuglis) would not follow his ex- 
ample by detailing the nature of that conver- 
sation. All he would say was, that he had 
seeu some of the papers that day for the first 
time, aud he was ready now to read the pas- 
sages to which he alluded, if the House 
thought proper. (Cries of no.) 

The Gallery was then cleared; but we un- 
derstood that the Motion was withdrawn. 

Ou re-entering the Gallery we found 

Sir G. Curkrx on his legs, with a petition, 
we believe, against the Parliamentary Reform 
Bill; but the anxiety of the House to proceed 
tu the discussion occasiouved loud cries of * No, 
no,” upou which the hon. Baronet postponed 
presenting his Petition ; observing, however, 
that that was the first time that he had heard 
any objectiou made to the presentation of a 
peluition upon the subject. 


tion would clear 
wilric hy 


} 





REFORM BILL. 
To the Readers of Yur Recister. 


Kensingt n, Alarch 23, 183). 


My Frienps, 

the date of my last, I have 
been into Hampsnire and Surkxey, and 
at the county-meetings in 
ties, neither of which meetings the 
Prince of Waterloo will, finally, call a 
I should like very much to give 
full account of my Journey, 
which, all the circumstances taken into 
consideration, was the ve ry pleasantest 
Tever had in my life. I had to pass 
through the whole of the country that 
had been the scenes of my childhood 
and my youth; but, before | indulge in 
a description of my journey, and even 
in giving an account of the state of | 


SINCE 


you a 


26ru0 Marcn, 
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men’s minds with regard to the great 
question that now agitates the country, 
you will expect at my hands an account 
of the recent Parliamentary proceedings 
with regard to the Reform Bill, and 
you will also expect at my hands a 
statement of my opinions with regard 
to the prospects now before us relative 
to that bill, and to the great changes 
which it has in contemplation. 

With regard to the proceedings in 
Parliament relative to this bill, on Mon- 
day the 14th instant, leave was given 
to bring it in without any division. On 
Monday, the 21st instant, the second 
reading was moved for, and on ‘Tues- 
day, the 22d, the House divided on the 
question, when there appeared, accord- 
ing to the reports in the newspapers, 
three hundred and two for it, and three 
hundred and one against it; so that the 
second reading was carried by a ma- 


jority of only one. 


Every body was of opinion that, if 
the Ministers lost the bill, they ought 
instantly to dissolve the Parliament, in 
vhich case we know well that the two 
county members for Hampshire, for 
instance, and, indeed, that every county 


member who had opposed the Dill, 
would not have been returned ayzain. 


We also know that there are a certain 
number of members called ‘Treasury- 


|members, and that they would not have 


| course, 


those coun- | 


been returned avain. This would, of 

have given the Ministers a con- 
siderable majority, without which they 
could carry on nothing in the way of 
governing the country or preserving its 
peace. But the case is not at all altered 
by this majority of one. Upon all 
other questions there will be a majority 
against them, as in the case of the 
Timber Bill, when, as very hi ‘ppily ex- 
plained by Mr. Dennison at the Surrey 
Meeting, the question simply was this : 
Shall the people of England, Ireland, 
and Seotland, have good timber cheap ; 
or shall they have bad timber dear, for 
the sole purpose of enriching colonists, 
who are, at any day, ready to declare 
their independence, or to transfer their 
allegiance to the United States? This 
was the question, as plain as any nose 
/upon any man’s face; and yet, bya 
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gaajority of forty-six, the House deter- | 
mined that the people of England, Ire- 
land, and. Scotland, should have bad 
wood dear. It is evident, then, that 
the Ministry cannot go on without a 
dissolution of the Parliament. put off to the Mh of April, Between 

Observe, too, that there are several, , this and that there is plenty of time to 
who have voted for the second reading | dissolve the Parliament, when this Par- 
ef the bill, who will vote against the | liament will be two months older than 
material clauses of it in the committee ;| that Parliament which Percevan dis- 
and they have even intimated already | solved in the spring of 1807. The 
that they shall do so. There are three! ground alleged for that dissolution was, 
hundred and one who have been bold | that the King wished to appeal to the 
enough to vote against the whole of the | sense of his people, after the recent at- 
bill all taken together; and, perhaps, | tempt on the part of his Ministers to 
there are another hundred to vote against | carry the measure of Catholic Emanci- 
those clauses of the bill which make it | pation. A great deal better ground 
valuable in the eyes of the people. lexists for a dissolution at this time ; 
These call themselves reformers ; but! for, here are the people, with voice 


the way. He must, therefore, dissolve 
the Parliament, which is pow become 
absolutely necessary as a test of his 
earnestness and sincerity. ‘The com- 
mittee on the bill is, as the report states, 








are for a different ‘sort of reform ; 
is to say, in effect, no reform at all! So 


that it is nonsense to suppose that this | 


reform of Lord Grey’s can be carried 
with the present men in the House of 
Commons ; 
who is to carry on any Government at 
all any longer ! 


‘Then we come to this; there must, 
be a dissolution, or the Reform of Lord | 
It is im-| 
possible that he can consent to remain | 
in office without carrying the whole of | 
because | 


Grey must be abandoned. 


this bill. That is impossible ; 
it is pot to be done without covering 
himself with shame and infamy; and 
it is therefore declared to be impossible 
upon the some ground that we say it is 


impossible that a man should willingly | 
jump from the top of a high house into | 


the street. In short, the whole nation | 


knows enough of him to know that he} i 


would scorn to remain in office an hour, 
having the same 
with, ‘after having lost this bill or any 
material part of it. But to retire from | 
office would not be sufficient to the 
ywreservation of his character 
oo To get out of the way quietly, 
and let others come and carry on the 
Government with an unreformed Par- 
liament, would be very little better than 
remaining in office without carrying the 
reform. Indeed, it would be no better, 

but rather worse : it would argue a de- 
sire to save himself by shuffling out of 


that | 


and yet if it be not carried | 


Parliament to deal} 


and his | 





unanimous, calling for a measure which 
the House of Commons will not pass, 
and which the Minister has presented 
to that Flouse in accordance with that 
call. The dissolution, therefore, is now 
perfectly natural; it is a thing im- 
periously called for by the circumstances 
of the country; it is a thing which 
every just man is calling aloud for. 
The nation wants the Reform Bill to be 
carried ; it sees tiiat the Minister can- 


not carry it with the present House ; it | 


knows that he c 
House as a dissolution would give him ; 
and, therefore, 
ve not carried, the fault is solely. that of 
the Minister. Lord Grey must per 
ceive that the nation reasons and econ- 
cludes thus ; and, therefore, if after all 
that we have seen; if, after all the 
proof that we have had of his sincerity 
in this cause ; if we could still doubt of 
that sincerity, every one must perceive, 
that the preservation of his character 
absolutely commands him to dissolve 
the Parliament. 

But, CAN he dissolve the Parliament ? 
He can, if it be true that the King 
wishes that this Bill should be passed, 
To dissolve the Parliament there must 
be the consent of the King ; and will the 
King refuse to give that consent? This 
is the question ; it is, indeed, the only 
question at present; and it is perhaps 
the most important question, a question 
of the most fearful magnitude. that one 


it says that, if the Bill | 


can earry it with pent a 


| 
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Englishman ever put to another, itt any} 
period of the history: of our country! | King changed his mind, and turned out 


But, | may be asked, how I cen doubt | Lord Grey and his colléarnes. 


| 


of the King’ s readiness to give his con-| 
sent to the ‘dissolution of the Parliament, 
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Yet, a3 I have’observed before; the 


‘There- 
fore, though the Ministers have brought 
forward the present measure in like 


that being so obvivusly necessary to the | manner, with the approbation of the 


success of this measure. I may be asked 
how I can doubt of this, seeing that all 
the newspapers have assured us, over 
and over again, that the King was full 
as much in favour of the thing as his 
Ministers. I should rather disbelieve 
than believe the fact, if we had no better 
authority than that ;° but, the Ministers 
themselves have declared in Parliament, 
that they have brought forward 
measure with the entire sanction of the 
King. This isa great deal; there is 
no question of their having spoken 
truth as to this matter; there is no 
question of their having had the com- 
plete sanction of the King for the bring- 
ing forward of this measure. But, alas, 
kings, though kings, are still but men ; 

and men can change their 
whether they be kings or shepherds. 

It would be curious indeed, if this 
very Lorp Grey should (which I trust 
will not be the case), twice in his life- 
time, have had to experience a change 
of this sort in the mind of a King. By 
turning to page 419 of this present vo- 
lume of the Register, where will be 


the | 


min ds, 





| 
| 





found No. 3 of the History of George | 


1V., the reader wiil find, in paragraphs | 
frou 74 to SZ inclusive, the whole his- | 
tory of the change of the mind of | 
Georce III. in 1807. He will there! 
find that Eart Grey, then Lorp Ho- 
wick, brought in the Catholic Bill with 
the King’s approbation and sanction ; 


time without a division; that it was 
afterwards withdrawn by the Ministers 
themselves without opposition; and 
that the ministry were turned out 
thereupon and the Parliament dis- 
solved. Upon that occasion Lorp 
Grey declared in the House of Com- 
mons, that, ‘‘ before he attempted to 
“ submit the consideration of the mea- 
sure to the House, he laid before his 
« Majesty all the particulars with re- 
gard to it, and obtained his Majes- 
“bys approbation of it”! 


* 





King, you see, my friends, that that 
does not make it amount toa positive 
certainty that the King will dissolve the 
Parliament for the sake of carrying a 
measure to which he had given his 
sanction. I do not doubt myself; I do 
not suspect; I do not fear; but in 
truth I know nothing of the matter, 
except, as I said before, that kings are 
men, and that all men are liable to 
change their minds; and that Lord 
Grey’s twenty-four years’ exile from 
that political power of which nature 
formed him for always having a large 
share, is a striking instance of the- 
effects of the change i in the mind of a 
King. Upon the occasion here referred 
to, the King was ready enough to dis- 
solve the Parliament, and did dissolve 
it, when it was only four months 
old; but, observe, he dissolved it to 
keep i in his new minister, and to keep 
out the one that had brought in the 
bill: he dissolved it, not for the pur- 


| pose of causing to be carried the mea- 


sure to which he had given his sanction, 
but in order to defeat the measure to 
which he had given his sanction; he 
dissolved it, however, when the sense~ 
less and hypocritical cry of “‘no-popery” 
had placed at his back the po meer: | 
millions of England and Wales an 

Scotland, led on by the parsons and 
the corporate bodies. In this latter 


| respect, great indeed is the difference 
that it was brought in and read a first 


in the two cases. ‘Then it was the mil- 
lions who wished the measure to be 
defeated: now it is the millions who 
wished the measure not to be defeated : 
now it is the millions who wish the 
measure to be carried. Dissolution wag 
then necessary to defeat the measure ; 
dissolution is now necessary to carry 
the measure. 

With regard to the King having 
given his sanction to this neasure, there 
can be no doubt: that must be so; for, 
if that had not been the case, it would 
at once have beeti contradicted in both 
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Houses of Parliament ; but, with regard | people if they voted against this Bill, 
to the King still continuing in the same| would they have voted against it? 


mind, we have no such authority to rest 
on. And, now, let me stop here just to 
indulge my vanity fora moment. Prev’s 
father had a presentiment, you know, 
and why should not L? In talking, 
many times, with friends, about the way 
that I would go to work in making 
a parliamentary reform, if I were prime 
minister, L have, on such oceasions, al- 


ways said, that | never would accept of 


the oflice, unless the king would first 
put into my hand, signed by himself, a 
MESSAGE to both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, recommending them to make a 
parliamentary reform, and containng 
some words describing the great princi- 
ple of such reform. 1 always said that, 
**Put not your trust in princes’ was a 
precept that never should be disobeyed 
by me; a precept implanted in my mind 
by that which occurred to Lorp Grey 
in 1807. Hlow much better would it 
have been if Lord Grey had proceeded 
by messaye in this case! Then all 
would have beeu straightforward work : 
then there have been no idle 
rumours, no suspicions among the peo- 
ple, no intrigues at court, no cabals of 
any sort. In short, the measure would 
have been carried long ago; and the 
nation, all the people being in perfect 
harmony and good humour, would have 
been preparing for the election of a re- 
formed parliament. 

But to what does all this tend? Do 
I suspect that the King has changed his 
mind? I suspect nothing; but, at the 
same time, | know nothing. I can only 
judge from appearances and circumstan- 
ces; and, I cannot help putting to my- 
self this question : Is it possible that the 
three hundred and one men, who voted 
against the second reading of the Bill 
could believe that the King would dis- 
solve the parliament unless this Bill were 
carried by this parliament? This is the 
question which [ put to myself; and I 
beg you, my friends, to put the same 
question to yourselves, im a very serious 


would 


and deliberate manner. If these, 
three hundred and one men believed 
that the parliament would be dis-| 


Would thev have voted against it, if they 
had believed that such vote would’ have 
sent them packing? Look well at the 
matter, my friends, take time to con- 
sider, and then answer that question to 
yourselves. ‘These men are, to be 
sure, neither Solomons nor 
but, they are not madmen; they are so 
far from being regardless of their own 
interests and safety, that these are ob- 
jects which always appear to be upper- 
most in their minds. Would they, 
then, have voted thus, purely for the 
pleasure and honour attending the pub- 
lication of their names throughout the 
country? They knew to a certainty 
that, if the King dissolved the Parlia- 
ment after that vote, scarcely a man of 
them would ever enter the House again. 
They could have no hope in out-voting 


Solons ; 


the ministry; because a dissolution of 
the Parliament would render their vote 
of no use. It is, therefore, CERTAIN 
that these three hundred and one men 
believed, that, if there were a majority 
against the second reading, the King 
would not dissolve the Parliament. 
Now, my friends, [ do not say that 
the thing is so, because they believed 
it to be so; but, at the same time, here 
are three hundred and one men all act- 
ing upon this one and same belief; 
and there are amongst them a consi- 
derable number who know very well 


what is passing at the court and 
amongst all those who are likely 
to possess influence with the King. 


Pray observe, too, that in 1807, the 
King was defended against his Minis- 
ters by an assertion, that, though 
they had his sanction to a bill in favour 
of the Catholics, they had not clearly 
explained to hiva the fu/l extent of that 
bill! This was a very ugly assertion ; 
because it did not admit of disproof: 
there was no calling upon the King to 
give evidence inthe case : the Ministers, 
therefore, had no defence against. this ; 
and, if the king should listen to advice 
such as would prevent his conseat to a 
dissolution of Parliament, Lonp Grey 
would find himself, as far as relates to 


solved, and they sent to face the) this point, just in the situation in which 








peti 
i 
Sap 
mitt 
that 
gary 
the 
mitt 
mus 


796 


Bill, 

it? 
they 
have 

the 
con- 
mn to 





, be 
ONS ; 
fe SO 
own 
» ob- 
pper- 
they, 
r the 
pub- 
L the 
ainty 
arlia- 
an of 
wait. 
voting 
on of 
r vote 
PAIN 
: men 
jority 
King 
Se 
, that 
lieved 
., here 
‘| act- 
relief ; 
consi- 
y well 
t and 
King. 
7, the 
Minis- 
hough 
favour 
clearly 
of that 
artion ; 
proof : 
hing to 
nisters, 
t. this ; 
advice 
“mt to a 
. GREY 
lates to 
1 which 





“oO” 


d himself i: 


rav vou, that the opposers of the bill 


I 
ulready laid the ground for this 
tion aeainst him. They ! : 
itedly said, that the bill, in its pre- 
f Ww toa bay the 
net until ¢] eleventh hey 
repeated! nuated t th 
s ni ou if not to } ( } 
med as connected with tl 
von can see that they have b 
stantly endeavouring to cause it ft 
be believed that the King has not n 
1 clearly to un le rstand the ex { 
| drift of the bill. This is very 
‘ly circumstance ; and, though I re 
tthat these men are neither Solo- 


ns nor Solons, 
ht fools or idiots. 
{hese observations, my friends, would 
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d, seeing that, without such disso 
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the business of 


in, the reform bill can 


lhis, therefore, is now " 
the people. The King is 


with a power of dissolving 


} } 
leva lv enduc | 


Parliament 


at his pleasure ; this prerog itive 
all the rest which he possesse 
is been etven him forthe good of hi 
re ryle t! e od of hi 1) ral ] 
I e fit at t tin MG 1 
ore the rieht as well ast ! 
r urnestly to implo 
exer 1 wer. Hit} l 
uflicient to express ifitu t 
for having iven hi S tion to 


Parliament, duty to themselves as weil 
as to the King calls upon them to 
petition him to dissolve the Parliament 
It is nonsense to talk of waiting to 
see what the House will do in the Com- 
mittee, We are apprized beforchaud 
that there will be a great majority a- 
gainst the material parts of the bill in 
the Committee. To go intu the com= 
mittee at ali, under such circumstances, | 
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4 *) 7 
abandonment of the bill on the } 


ir of the 


Minister And, to abandon it in this 
way wonld be a disgrace not to be en- 
dured by any man with Enetlish blood 

hs veins: and certainh it to be 

lured by Lorp ¢ has passed 
i. whole lone life amidst turmoil of 
factions. and never vet did a? an thing, 
never abased himseif in one sinele in- 
stance lo be in place at el/, he can, 
at his awe and after all that | issed, 


r than that 
vy; he has pro- 
and in the most specific 
and, if 
him to 
for 


} 7 
have no posstole Mm tive wt! 


xd of his country 
posed the Go d, 
and full and clear 
the hing 
do the goo l, the 


‘ } - 
Or the & 


banner 
pe rare 
only thing left 


’ ' i 


+ 


shall not 


him to do is, to give up his post, 
and at the same time to declare, 
in the most full and clear manner, 
THE CAUSE OF HIS’ RESIGNA- 
TION OF ‘THAT POST! To do 


this, vot in speech in Parliament, which 
may be disfigured at t 
the boroughmongers, 

formal document, signed with his name ; 
and thus prevent a repetition of the 
tricks that were plaved him in 1807. 
Then, indeed, he was not the Prime 
MINISTER ; a member 
of the fact, hé was 
under however 
sinecures 


he pleasure of 
but in some 


he was merely 
ministrv, and, in 
the GRENVILLES, 


provok , had, am nirst them, 


to the amount of thirty thousand p yunds 
a year. This was th power that kept 

.* ir al t} | PT Pe Pat st 

l {| mG i ) i Qi ¢ OG ly, 
ca on him by t tran tions of that 
period He is now prime-minister 
himself. fe is weighed down by no 


Grenvilles nor by any-body else. “The 
his, and 
will not 

y which it 
a duty to the 
countrv as well as to himself to state 
the fact, in the fullest and most authen- 
tic manner, to the nation, quite regard- 
less of whom it may effect. “The nation 
must be told the truth now, and the 
whole truth, \et the telling of it affect 
what and whom it may; and then the 
nation will have Lord Grey, at any rate 


and 


! ; os. 
Aim use the 


if the Kine 
5 
lel 


can be carried, it 


on fy MCaNts 


will be 


ee ee 


[am stopped short here by a sight of 


must be looked upon, in faet, as an the debate in the Lords last night (it is 
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now Thursday morning), every word of} “ Earl Grey, although he had al- 
which is of importance. I beg you to) “ ways thought and said that it was a 
read it with attention. Mark particu-| most inconvenient course to be dis- 
larly the words of Lorp Grey. ‘This}‘ cussing this measure incidentally on 
debate, on which I shall add some re-|“ the presenting of petitions, yet he 
marks, is of vital importance at this‘ could not sit silent and hear it said 
moment. It enables us to see clearly “ that the measure of Reform proposed 
what is the duty which the people have'“ by his Majesty's Ministers was a re- 
NOW to perform! | volutionary measure, and one which 
**Lorp Farnuam presented a pe-!‘* would end in the destruction of the 
tition from the Corporation of Dublin, | ‘* constitution. He did not mean at 
against the Ministerial plan of Re-'** present to enter upon the discussion 
‘form proposed by the Ministers :— |‘ of the subject at length, but he could 
Ist, Because it went to alter the rela- |“ not hear that assertion—for assertion 
tive situation of the different political) “ it was, and not argument—without 
bodies of the country, giving too much ‘* meeting it with a contrary and most 
power to one at the expense of the} confident assertion, that the measure 
rest; and, 2dly, Because it would!** in question had no such tendency. 
have a material tendency, if extended: “* He asserted that its tendency was 
to Ireland, to promote the views of “ directly the reverse of that which had 
those who were desirous of a Re- |‘ been ascribed to it by the noble Earl, 
peal of the Union. His Lordship; * and it was on that account that it had 
presented another to the same effect |‘ been introduced, and it was for that 
from the Master and Wardens of the | ‘** reason that he would support it to the 
Guild of Merchants of Dublin. :** utmost of his power. ‘The noble Earl 
“The Earl of Ronen had received |‘ said that the petitioners had made out 
letters requesting him to support the |“ their case; that this measure had a 
prayer of the petitions, which hej tendency to lead toa repeal of the 
thought himself bound to do. He was} Union. But they had only made it 
not, however, one of those who were! ‘** out in the same manner as the noble 
hostile to all reform, but he was for a| Earl had made out his case; and 
safe change and not a revolutionary |“ that was by confident assertion, but 
“reform; and it would be a revolu-|“ by no argument. When the measure 
** tionary reform that would be effected | ‘* should be assailed by argument, he 
if Parliament were to pass the present “ should feel no difficulty in defending 
measure. If extended to Ireland, he | ‘* it, and showing that it was liable to 
fully agreed with the petitioners that|‘* none of those imputations that had 
it would have the strongest tendency } “ been cast upon it. As to the assertion 
to dissolve the union with Great Bri- | “ that it would have a tendency to pro- 
tain, a consequences of which would)“ duce a dissolution of the Union be- 
be a dismemberment of the empire, | ‘* tween Great Britain and Ireland, he 
and the total destruction of the Pro-;“ felt so powerfully the necessity, for 
testant Church in Ireland. » Viewing “the sake of both countries, to main- 
the measvre in that light, it of course |“ tain that Union, that if the measure 
met with his strongest disapprobation. “ in question had that tendency, he 
Hence the inconsistency and vacilla-|‘* should think that circumstance 4 
tion of public men that had led to!“ strong objection to it. But, on the 
** these evils, and opened the flood-gates | ‘* contrary, as the ~-bill was caleulated 
** which let in these sweeping and dan- |“ not to promote, but to prevent revo- 
‘* gerous schemes of revolutionary re- |“ lution here, and to allay if not to ex- 
** form, which must end in the destruc- | ‘* tinguish the discontents, and to calm 
** tion of the constitution. He thought)“ the irritation which threatened to 
‘“‘ the petitioners had made out their|‘ produce revolution in Ireland,—its 
ease, that this would lead to a repeal |‘ tendency would be, not to lead to the 


“ of the Union. =~ repeal of the Union, but to allay those 
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‘‘ discontents and that irritation which {* 


‘occasioned the clamours for the re- 
“ peal. Such, he was persuade dy would 
“ be the effect of the measure Ire- 
“Jand as well as in England. With 
* respect to the observation of the 
os noble ss that it was the incon- | 
“ sistenci of public men that led to 
‘* these sient from that imputa- 
® tion of incousistenev he was not called 
‘upon to defend ies ‘If. It was well 
“ known that he had retained the prin- 
se ciples Which he had always held with 
“reference to another measure of Re- 


‘ form, when for these pri nel ipl s he had 
“been driven from office twenty-six 
“ years ago; and yet those by whom 
these principles had been most ar- 
“dently combated, had heen compelled 
“at last to pass these very measures 
“which he had then so strongly advo- 


sé 


+t 


cated, and to pass them under far 
“less favourable circwnstances than 
“then cxisted, and with far less 
“ beneficial resulis than wou/d have 


ce 


atiended their adoption at that lime. 
** As to the question of Parliamentary Re- 
“form, which more immediately con- 
* cerned the present subject, it was well 
* known that he had from his earliest 
“ years supported it, and that at the com- 
mencement of his Parliamentary ca- 
‘reer, he had introduced into the other 
“ House a measure on the subject. He 
* had always retained the same opinions 


ce 


‘on that question, although he fad, 


“failed in effecting his 
* But if this measure were to fail in his 
“hands now, and the present Govern- 
‘ment should be dissolved on that prin- 
“ ciple, the consequence would be, that 
‘ Reform would be afterwards forced 
‘upon men in office; and such areform, 
‘and under such circumstances, that 
“there was great reason to fear that 
then the reform would indeed be revolu- 
“ tionary. Perhaps he had said more 
“than enough on a question raised in| 
this incidental and irregular manner. 
“ But he felt himself calied upon by the 
‘observations made by tke noble Earl 
“ to maintain that the measure of Reform 

_, Proposed by his Majesty's Ministers, 

‘was a measure of constitutional Re- |‘ 


object. 


} ee 


* form, in contradistinction to a revolu- iy 


c Pe 
*“Taction 


‘the noble E 


’ public 


* measure. 
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tionary measure—a 
Reform which had 


constitutional 
eiven general satis- 
14, and which would contribute 


‘ equaily to the strength of the Govern- 


ment and to the prosperity of the 
country. (Hear, hear.) 

** "The Earl of Roven, in explanation, 
said, that he had wiven no eccasion to 


that when 
istencies of 
men, he had alluded to him. 
He certainly did not allude to whether 
his opinion of the measure was right 
or wrong, he meant no disrespect to 
the noble Farl. When the time came 
arguing the question, he would 
state his reasons fur his opinion. 
“The Earl of Carrnarvon hoped 
that the measure, uf it came to this 
House at all, would at least be so al- 
tered that their Lordships would find 
that it was not revolutionary. But 
that, as it stood at present, it bore the 
impress of that character, was, he be- 
lies ed, the opiniou of one half of the 
people of property in this country. 
That there must be a reform of some 
bind without delay, might be taken 
to be decided by the vote of last 
night. But it had always been his 
opinion that any measure of reform 
ought to be entertained with great 
caution, and preceeded with s/owly, so 
as to give the most ample time for 
consideration and for discussion, and 
that it ought not to be brought for- 
ward and carried on with that breath- 
less haste with which his Majesty's 
Ministers had proceeded with their 
‘They were scarcely settled 
in their seats when they came down 
with this scheme, which would, if 
passed into law, have the effeet of 


arl to suppose 


he spoke of the incon: 


for 


‘unseltling aud changing all the insti- 


tutions aud constituency of the country, 
except intheUniversities—institutions 
and a constituency which might be 

said to have existed from time imme- 
morial in this kingdom. When he 
had, on a former occasion, called this 
a new constitution, he had been de- 
rided ;_ but it was a new constitution. 
They had already seen many new 
constitutions among other nations ; 
but that a new constitution should be 
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was the attempting to reform il at 
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evils; and it was, therefore, that he 

whether he was rivht or wrone, 


was disappointed with this measnre. 


‘With cautious, slow, temp rate reform 


© 


© 


—irith reform bit by bit, as abuses 
appeared and the occasion called for 
it, he would have been pleased. 


‘* noble Friend (Earl Grey) had said, that 


‘* he had not to defend himself against | 


FORM 
prop a] for this COW 1 w! eh 
wou } 2 vil jfte yh tittptiey 
Wa ! t * ) t a hy) t 

, { r vas na 
Wa } if 
ted w r I 
n lhe \\ . | } Yc 
a ) f re thy ) ) ( 
VI ‘s 14 ¢ } 
I t ‘ a ' ( rth 
\ ) ) { phys t I to 
hy t ind ra} | ’ } fil- 
t } « ht to \ i ! \" sad 
verce to alley rrety) | f \Wris 
Impossib om v material al- 
teration in an particular, withou 
nore or less affecting the ri ar 
had been alwavs ready to wr mote 
reform where an use existed, but 
then he was for reforming gradualh 
came essal ind when i Wis 
clear that oa ure existed We 
had had the good fortune to pre- 
serve our. in-titutions unimpaired 
when all mind us tott He 


His | 


— 

SILT 804 
iv well-founded charce of inconsiste 

en n ) mr this mensure ; 
oF nodte bri | chose to take 

1) f ise of 12 of his friends 
who \ lit, he would have 
m cl \\ the measure 
now pro sod hat vas to be ex- 

y } i , i A 


ected from the speech in which his 
need it; and 


wis the speech a fittings prolorue to 
the plan? It was the reat st of all 
humbugs to say that reform would 
he a panacea for all political evils. 
[fis noble Friend had said that there 
vould be little difference between 
his noble Friend and him, and that 
they only prop i to do the same in 
a diferent way und was his noble 
I ul then aware of the desperate 
lunee which he was afterwards to 


Commons 
7" ne if 
for, as it 
most 
ver been brought 


hoped the 
alter it 
ste 1 at present it was the 


bd | 
forward. Ile was favourable to re- 


form as the occasion called for it; 
but he did not know that he could 
ever be persualed to vo to that extent. 
He would not go into the subject 
more at leneth at present. (Hear, 
hear, fi nthe L !Chaneellor Ile 
} t. pe ) li under th lash of 
the wit of thet learned Lord 
\ terru] 1 | » this irt an 
\\ hut 1) } Zc r the 
\ id | iounced 

1 | } | he oucht t to 
al] nh withant ol: 
Merve” } 1G —lJear, hear.) 
Ile repeated, that sinee his noble 


4S had chosen to start the discus- 


n, he rht to be answered. 
“ The 'M ness of Lanspnown.—aAl- 
‘thouch he had the means at that time 
of entern to 2 diseus ion of the 
ubject at laree, vet, after the allu- 
is that had been made to his noble 


ur him, (Earl Grey,) and to 
the subject, he 


‘rien 


is havine started 


“could not forbear reminding the noble 
'*¢ Earl that he 
“ noble Friend had said nothing on the 
‘‘ subject until the discussion had been 
‘* started by the noble Earl on the other 
“ side. (Roden.) The noble Earl had 

~~ 


had forgotten that his 
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~ 
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‘noble Friend. 


‘ votes of the 


” £€ quence, 


5 appear 


stated that he had the strongest ob- 
jections to his noble Friend's measure, 
although of what nature he did not 
distinctly state. It was not 
tention at present to discuss the prin- 
ciple of that measure, but he had too 
great a sense of the importance of that 
measure to allow the noble Earl's re- 
marks to pass without some reply, 


‘although he would speak with the 


greatest respect of the noble Earl, 
whom, he believed, he might eall his 


his in- | 


As to the charge, that | 


this measure had been brouwht forward | 


haste 
—if the noble Earl would consult the 
House of Commons, he 
would find that a much longer time 
than six weeks had elajised from their 
tukine oflice and the proposal of the 
measure. 


and carried on with breathless 


It had been announced here 
six weeks before it was brought for- 
ward. After it was proposed in the 


other House, it was discussed for 


‘seven days on the first reading, and 


two nights on the second 
readiiug, after. an interval of about a 
fortnieht, and it was not to be com- 
mitted till the holidays ; 
this was the breathless haste of which 
the noble Earl complained. No doubt 
the measure was one of too great im- 


debated 


after and 


‘ portance to be hurried forward with- 


out due consideration and attention, 
Which it was the duty of Parliament 
to pay to a measure of so much con- 
But the more that mea- 
sure was considered, the more it would 
that the result would be that 
it would be the best means of securing 
the country from those evils which 
the noble Exvrl and all of them depre- 
cated. [But he would say to him, and 


‘to all those who admitted that some 


reform was desirable, ‘Come _ for- 


‘ ward with your plan of reform, state 
‘ 


distinetly what it is, and then we) 


‘shall be able to judge whether his | 


‘noble Friend’s plan or that which 
‘they proposed was best calculated to 
‘accomplish the desired object.’ 
them state their plan, and then the 
public would be enabled to judge 
which plan was the most conformable 
to the ancient principles of the con- 


° 


Let | 
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stitution—he said the ancient princi- 
ples of the constitution ; for he knew 
of no ancient principles of the con- 
stitution on Which Parliamentary re- 
presentation was founded, except 
property and knowledge, which were 
always changing. How then could 
the constitution be preserved in its 
ancient principles, unless they fol- 
lowed the changes of knowledge 
and property, and brought the power 
of choosing: the representatives in Par- 
liament Unless they did 
this, then, property and knowledge 
would be unrepresented, and the an- 


to them ? 


‘cient principles of the constitution 


would be departed from. The con- 


‘ sequence of the exclusion of property 


‘and knowledge from being unrepre- 


sented would be, that these would be 


‘used as a lever for ambition and tur- 
‘ bulence to work upon ; and the result 


would be the destruction of that 
which we all wished so much to pre- 


serve. But as the noble Lord had 


‘ refrained, as had been done by others 
‘in another place, from stating dis- 


tinctly what his plan of reform was, 
its nature must be gathered as much 


‘as it could be coilected from the vague 


“out. 
‘reform 


hints which the noble Karl had thrown 
The noble Earl said that his 
would be a moderate and 
gradual reform, and that it would be 
au reform carried on slowly—bit by 
the occasions arose. But if 
his noble Friend meant that it was to 
be a reform by perpetual changes, 


bit—as 


‘constantly keeping alive discussion 


and irritation, that was what he (Lord 


‘ Lansdown) protested against. His 
Majesty’s Ministers had proceeded 
slowly and deliberately, and with 


much consideration, as the importance 
of the subject demanded. Butthena 
scheme was wanted on which Parlia- 
ment could make its stand, and not 
one which shail leave the subject 
liable to continual discussion from 
session to session. A measure of re- 
form was wanted which would unite 
in its favour the feelings of all classes, 
and which would afford a reasonable 
prospect that Parliament could make 
its stand without the necessity of 
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Making, changes. 
** Earl's scheme was, did not distinctly 
appear, but the noble Karl said that | 
he would reform bit by bit. 
noble Earl there seemed to allude | 
to some schemes of reform of his in| 
this House which he himself produced 
bit by bit for two years, calling a 
multitude of witnesses to this House, 
at a very serious expense, on the case 
of the Penryn election. But the 
noble Karl had his bit-and- bit re- 
form thrown back on _ his hands, 
and he knew what.aves the opinion of 
the House about it, considering what 
its state of opinion then was. The| 
noble Earl's bit-bv-bit reform would) 
be neither more nor less than asource 
of constant irritation, agitation, and 
discontent, and that was a scheme 
of reform against which he (Lord 
‘ Lansdown) protested. As to the 
measure proposed by his Majesty’s 
Ministers, it was formed on the basis 
of the ancient principles of the con- 
stitution, and it was most just and 
reasonable in its provisions, and well } 
deserved the support of Parliament | 
and of the country. (Hear, hear.) | 
As to the noble Earl's allusions to | 
Corsica and Sicily, he could not but 
be aware that thé state of society | 
there was very different from what’ it 
was here, and that although the mea- 
sure might not suit either of these 
places, it by no means followed that 
it would not suit this country. 

“The Earl of Caernarvon, in ex- 
planation, said that, notwithstanding 
his failure in the case of the Penryn 
election, he had succeeded in getting 
one of the Members for Grampound 
*“‘ transferred to Yorkshire, and that 
was satisfaction enough for all his 
** Jabour and expense. 

‘ The Lorp CuaxceLior.—He 
would not have suid « word on the 
present occasion had the noble Earl 
not alladed in a marked manner to 
him, and asserted that he was irregu- 
lar when he said hear, hear, in the 
course of the noble Earl's speech. 
Now he did not mean to say that he 
“* was. very well acquainted with their 
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i** months from that time, 





“ Lordships’ orders ; but he suppased 
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What the noble} ‘* they expressed ‘assent ar dissent by 


‘t cheering or saying “ hear, hear," us 
“they did im the other House. Now 


‘The |“ what he meant to intimate was a total 


“dissent from alinost every thing that 
“the noble Karl said; and although 
“ the noble Earl appeared to insinuate 


“that he only said ‘* hear, hear,” be- 


‘“* cause he was unable to answer the 
“noble Earl; if he thought so he was 
‘““ never more mistaken in his life, for 
“there was nothing on earth that he 


‘could do more easily than answer 


“him, although that had been done 
‘“ much more effectually by the power- 
“ful and triumphant speech of the 
* noble President of the Council. And 
‘then the noble Esrl himself; who 
‘** complained of irregularity, had, in his 
‘* two feeble speeches, violated the nine- 
‘ teenth Standing Order of the House. 
** But the noble Earl had said that the 
‘‘ measure had been brought into the 
‘ other House with almost breathless 
‘“* haste—almost as soon, we believe he 
‘“* said, as within six weeks from the time 
‘¢ Ministers were settled in their offices. 
‘© Now, what if it were double that time 
‘« __what if it were three-months ? The 
‘€ Ministers had taken office on the 2¢d 


i ‘* November, and the second reading of 


“ the Bill had taken place exactly four 
It had not 
“been brought into the other House 
‘till three months after, and it had 
‘‘ been a month more there before it 
‘was read a second time. So mucli 
“ for the breathless haste. The noble 
“* Earl had not of course the same op- 
‘portunity of knowing the state of 
“‘ opinion, and the principles of action 
‘‘ which prevailed in the country, as the 
‘¢ Ministers had from their correspond- 
“ ence from all quarters. But if he had 
“ been in office, and had access to that 
“ correspondence, he (the Lord Chancel- 
«‘ Jor) was morally certain that the noble 
“* Earl would be so far from attacking 
“this plan as revolutionary, that on 
“ the contrary, he would hail it as his 
“ strongest support against revolution, 
‘and sacrifice his bit-by-bit reform—a 
“ happy name which he had found for 
“his system—on the altar of his coun- 
“try. But if the Ministers had delayed 
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, “the community. 
,“ fessed, very suspicious about those 
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the bringing forward their plan butone | 
‘* month longer, they would, he had no 

“ doubt, have been assailed on the oppo- 

* site ground by those whe new chose | 
“the side of the breathless haste. He 

** had seen such a disposition in the noble 
“ Earl to attack the Ministers ever since | 
** they came into office, that he had no| 
“ doubt but that such would have been 

“the case. He had opened his fire 

‘upon them, not. by platoons, but bya 

“ pop-pop from his pop-gun. It was a 

“bit by bit attack. (A laugh.) But 

“ had they delayed but for one month 

“more, then the noble Earl would 

have said, ‘ You made great promises 

on the subject of reform when you 

came into office, but here are four 

months elapsed since, and not a bit 

of reform has been produced.’ But 

he had rather meet the attack in 

this shape than in any other. He 

had rather be opposed by those who 

openly and frankly avowed that they 

“ wanted no reform, than by the bit and 
“ bit reformers. He would not enter 

“into a comparison between the pre- 

“sent measure and that of the noble 

‘Earl's shadowy shape of reform— 
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‘ 


a“ 


“ 


. 


‘ 
&% 


ce 


‘ 


~ 


c 


“ 


“* if shape it might be called which shape had none, 
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“ Distinguishable in member, joint, or limb, 
“ Or substance which but shadow scemed, 
* Or each seem’d either.” 


“ After all, nothing would astonish him 
‘more than to find that this scheme of | 
“reform had any existence. (The Earl] | 
“of Caernarvon: JI am not obliged to | 
“* produce a plan.) Why, then, hes said | “ 

“that he was not bound to wait for it. 

“(A laugh.) The noble Earl desired 

“them not to go on till he produced 

“his plan, and now he said he would 

“do nothing—he would not even ad- 

‘ vance step by step, nor bit by bit, and | 

“vet desired them to wait till he had | 

“done nothing. (A laugh.) But this | 

“ measure was a real and complete im- 
“provement, which ought to satisfy 
“the country, and, according to all ap- | 
“ pearances, would satisfy all classes of | 

He was, he con- 





“who now qualified their opposition by | 
, ., Saying that they approved of some | 
“reform, aktthough before they had | 
“ been against ull reform. He dreated | 
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“the same game being’ played’ on’'re- 
** form that had’ been played oni’ the 
** Catholic Question, the result of which 
‘* would be, if successful, that’ reform 
‘would be forced upon us, and there 
‘* were many chances to one ofits being 
‘** then not so safe and so wholesome as 
‘* the measure of Reform which was now 
‘ proposed ; for no man ought to wait 
“ till the time of safety was gone, and 
“till the food-gates were opened, 
‘which would overwhelm all in de- 
** struction. 

‘* Lord Farvaam said, that the real 
“ nature of the Ministerial Plan of Re- 
“form could well be understood by 
‘ considering what description of per- 
“sons they were who approved of it. In 
“Ireland its chief supporters were 
“ “ precisely the persons who had been 

‘ most distinguished in agitation for a 
** dissolution of the Union. (Hear.) 

** The Duke of Ricumonp said, that 
«it would be time to discuss the details 
“of the bill when it came before the 
“ House, as it certainly should come. 
“* (Hear, hear.) ‘The noble Lord (Car- 
‘““narvon) had not stated whether his 
“bill would contemplate the disfran- 
‘* chisement of such boroughs as Gatton 
‘‘or Sarum. He saw a noble Lord 
“ opposite to whom the answer to 
‘‘ that question might be interesting, 
‘“* (Hear, hear.) 

“ Lord Monson, considering himself 
“ alluded to by the noble Duke, would 

take that opportunity of declaring 
“that, were he of opinion that the 
‘*‘ close boroughs, such as those which 
‘* the noble Duke had mentioned, were 
‘ really injurious to the interests of the 
* neople of Engiand, he would himself 
‘** be the first to call for their abolition. 
“ (Hear, hear.) But his firm conviction 
** was the contrary, and he would be pre- 
‘ pared to give the reasons of his opin- 
“ion when the question came before 
“the House. (Hear.) ‘The petition 
“was received, and the House ad- 


|“ journed.” 


Now, my friends, if you have read 
all this with attention, and especially 
the speech of Lord Grey, you cannot 
fail to be convinced that the dissolution 
is not yet certain; for his Lordship 
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evidently contemplates the possibility! his Majesty, at this moment, is this; 


and the c sequences of his being again 

“driven from office!” Such is the 
amount of his words; and he never 
utters words without meaning, and 
without being frank and sincere to 
that meaning. What he says with re- 

ard to the c: ause of his former expul- 
sion from office, which, as I have shown 
in the History. of George the Fourth, 
was by an intrigue and by hypocrisy 
such as the ld had never witne-«sed 
before ; what he says upon this subject 


as 


r 
= 


worl 


is perfectly true, and not less striking 
than it is true! I pray you to mark 
this well. If Catholic Emancipation 


had taken place in consequence of that 


bill which he brought into the House 
of Commons in 1807, how different 


would have been the state of Ireland at 
this moment! In consequence of that 
measure having been rejected, 
been prevented by the foulest 
that ever d sgraced a state, 
kept in a state of turmoil for two-and- 
twenty years. The cost of that turmoil 
to England and Scotland, taking every- 
thing into view, was not so little as fen 
million of pounds sterling a year! Aud, 
when the measure was at last adopted, 
how different the result, fron what that 
result would have been if had been 
adopted in 1807! ‘The measure was at 
last adopted, by the very men that had 
defeated it in 1S07 ; by the very men 
who had driven Lord Gre y from office 
because he had_ propos sed that same 
measure! I call it the same measure, 
because both measures restored the Ca- 
tholies to their municipal and political 
rights ; but Lord Gary’s measure was 
not accompanied with the disfranchise- 
ment of forty-shilling freeholders, vor 
with any other of the little spiteful pro- 
Visions, which prove to all the world 
that that which was given was 

grudgingly. And there was L ord GREY, 
at the end of twenty-two years’ expul- 
sion from power, giving his support to 
this measure, when brought forward by 
those who had expelled him because he 
brought forward this very measure. 

But the view in which this past trans- 
action most interestiug to his 
jesty and ourselves, 


Intrigue 


given 


Is 


having | 


confessed that they y 
of 


‘and took none of those “ securities ” 
ithe Established Church which the Ca 


freland was 
‘which it could never recover. 


cession ; 


namely, that Catholic Emancipation, 
which would have been received asa 
gracious gift in 1807, was, in 1529, re- 
ceived as a thing extorted from the Ge 
Wecurncron and Peer both 
that they it with the 
reluctance: 
necessity; and, of course, the people of 
Ireland received it as something which| 
they had extorted by terror. 
Peel, the whole of the men in power, 
ielded to the dread 
convulsion in Ireland. They, 
upon that ground, being reduced to that 
state, gave a great deal more than would 
have satisfied the Catholics in 1807. Ip 
they made an absolute surrender; 


7 
ai 


vernment ' 
confessed rave 


reatest 


total 


short, 


tholics were eager to consent to in 
1807; and, as every man of sense per- 
ceived at the time, they, by the bill of 
1829, eave a blow to that establishment 
‘The re- 
sult has been, that which must naturally 
be expected from every extorted con. 
namely, an incessant restless: 
ness to obtain more and more, and - 
ticularly the tetal repeal and aboliti 

the Protestant Church in a Gate 
which must take place before Ireland 
ever again will know peace. I shoul 
tell you, my friends, and particularly 
the young men amongst you, that while 


of 


We Nington,| 





Lord Grey was preparing the measure 


'of Catholic Emancipation, Lord Srences| 


ithen 
| Department, 


(the father of Lord Arruore), who wa 
. . " . } 
Secretary of State for the Home 
was taking infinite pains 


'to ascertain the per state of the Pro: 


contemplation at that time to propos 
‘such alterations with regard to thi 
Church, as might, in conjunction will 
the operation of the Emancipation Bill 
have satisfied all reasonable mer, whe’ 
ther Catholics or Protestants. By ti 


| off, till the people in’ power werd 
; compelled to adopt it; and thus ti 
Catholics had given to them tl 


Ma- | ¢ 


and particularl.; to | 


festant church in Ireland ; and it was 1 


rejection of Lord Grey’s bill of 180] 
all conciliation was cast to the winds 
the measure of Emancipation was pu 


power of dealing at their pleasuré will 








they pleaded my! 
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the Protestant Church, with every mo- 
ve on earth to deal with it in the 
irshest mann and that Church is 
cle { | to } rience { eS f: t COrt- 
. l ss of tl Vie eourt-in \ 
defeated the villof Lord Grey in 
1507 
vow, then, my friends, with this 
of history | ore their eves, will 
Church and the aristocracy again 
the Kiog, in order to induce him 
change hts mind, and thereby defeat 


measure br 


f fifttv thousand times 


oucht in by his sanction, 
iln- 


ice to him and to his people, ine 


more 

j 
’ ] 

and the ciere’yv, 

1807? Will they 

for this purp Se, and that too 

tion to the voice of the people 


uding the aristocracy 
tian was the bill of 

mmvIne 
lil 0} posi 
in every part of the United Kingdom ? 
Will they attempt, by Imitating the 
means made use of in 1807, to put of 
- 


Reform, as Catholic Emancipation was 
put off, until the hour, as my Lord 
Grey observes, when it will be forced 
upon them, as Catholic Mmancipation 
finally was? Will thes attempt to do 
this thing by an endeavour to prevail 
on his Majesty to refuse to dissolve the 
Parliainent ? lf they do, let them 
recol t that the puttine off will not 
be tor a peri rd of twentv-two veal 

no, nor, in all human probability, for a 
| Ye or t ( tvV-tTWoO mot hs. Bs 

Ti recollect also what have been th 


v-two vears; and, to know 1e 

sequ es of puit Oil a ) ! 

t\ V-tWo months, let them look { 
the word of Lord GREY 1D that a 
l il let them be warned by tuo 
‘ let t awful warning have | 

Hue effect upon their minds; let them 

Temember that it is not Ireland, with 

} hardly-treated and bare and desti- 

Sule people, with patient-preaching 

Priests to keep them quiet by per- 

fusasion, and with*this great country of 


rejudiced Protestants to ever/ay them, 
hi any moment, at the holding up of 


he finger of the Government; let 
hem recollect that it is not the mise- 


Whose resentment is now to be excited ; 


but the whole of the people of this 
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fable and cestitute Catholics of Ireland, | 


Sl4 


Island, the boroughmongers and the 
tax-eatfers except L. Let them recol- 
lect tha it is not a wretched people 
kept down bv an hierarchy and a 
S irchy of a different religion Let 
hem t leet that they can bring no 
real countrys LO overlay this. Let 


1 


them recolleet that there 1s no ferce 
, | | : 

Upon earth able to compel this people 

to ceuse Makine their utmost efforts to 


° } ! 
orm which has pow been 


ryre 
,/h 


posed by the Minister. 
There has been on the part of the 


4 


Opposition to this measure, frequent 
ealls to “ look at Fr de a look ; 
Lis t¢ iOOK at France ; tO 1JOK at 
the series of revolutious which have 
? 1 . | 4 
taken place in that country.  L desire 


nothing better. I say, do pray look at 
France and at her series of revolutions : 
ul you will find that 
of them is to be ascribed, not 
to reform, but to the want of reform; 
not to the 
people on the part of the Government ; 
but, to not q to the voice of the 
people on the part of the Government. 
In some it 


look at them, at 


Me 
PAA 


every ( 


to a listening tne voice of 


fe sfenien “J 


of the speeches has been 


bro uly hinted to the King, that it be- 
hoves him to look at the fate of Louis 
XVI.! [ will not follow the example 
here; but, [ will not onlv hint to the 
borougrhholding aristocracy and the 
weneficed clergy to look at the fate of 
those orders in France, but will desire 
them to look weil at that fate, and to 
ient while | remind them of the 
real cat sof the tall of those orders in 
th kin sO). 

Fran borne down by debts and 
taxe wisfng from: unnecessary Wars, 
ido from a prodigal expenditure in 


every department of the state, found 
If, 17 $7, in te of 
vreat financial embarrassment, with a 
people 
resolved to endure them no longer. Half 
adozen finanee ministers succeeded each 
other, with his budget of tricks, 
but failing in an attempt to 
alleviate the burden of the country. 
\fier divers expedients, it was at last 
'resolved to call together, after a lapse 
of nearly two centuries, the States-Ge- 
ineral, to represent the complaints and 
| wants of the people; and, in short, to 


ers In the vear a sta 


impatient of their burdens and 


each 


? 
each 
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put things to rights. The French la-|the hearty concurrence of that same 
boured under disadvantages which we| French people. The petitions now 
do not. They had not two Houses of poured in from all parts of this king- 
Legislature, to. which the people had dom, like the instructions sent to the 
been accustomed for ages and ages, and | States-General, contain not a breath 
a King with functions as clearly defined , from which it ¢ a be inferred that any 
as those of Justice of the Peace orj}man in the kingdom wishes for the de- 
of Constable. ‘Their legislative bodies, struction of the kingly government, 


therefore, fell relative to 
their functions and ri but these 
disputes would have been of trifling i 
portance, if aristocracy had b 
sincere in favour of a reformation of 
abuses. For I appeal to = as I 
recently have done, as comp autho- 
rity for saying, that, in the 
which the people sent to their repre- 
sentatives from every part of the king- 
dom, in those written and positive in- 
structions, not a single word was found 
to indicate a wish for the destruction of 
any institution of the country; not a 
single wish to change the form of the 
Government in the smallest particular ; 


into disputes 


whts; 


the en 


lete 


insfructtons 


not.a single word expressive of a wish} 


for any-thing but a reformation 
abuses, and a taking from the aristocra- 
cy those powers which they had usurped, 
contrary to the ancient laws and usages | 
of the kingdom. 

This was the temper of the people of! 
France in the year 1783. 
1789, the representatives of the peopic 
met with these instructions in their 
hands. Inthe month of July, in that 
same year of 1789, the Bastile was taken 
by the people in.spite of the military, and 
then the work ofde stroying the monarchy 
was fairly bexun ; wea!! ! know that Louis 
XVI. was de ahrone din August, 1792; 
that he was put to death in the month 
of January, 1793, and what we have 


now to do is to ascertain the cause of 


the progress from a desire to do nothing 
but reform, to this trayical mark of | 
complete revolution, Observe, 
Burke himself states, 


States-General met in 1789, he is con- 


vinced that there was not a man in all | 
have heard! sents Lovuts XV. as thankiny God fora 


France, who would not 


with scorn and indignation any propo- | defeat of his army ; 


m- | 


of | 


In January, | 


that 
that when the | 


nor for that of any order in the State ; 
contain not a single breath, from which 
can be inferred that any man wishes 
for any change in the form of the 
government, or for any alteration that 


++ 
It 


shall abridge the prerogatives of the 
King, or the just, the long-established, 


| privileges of the peers. ‘The people of 
'England NOW feel as the people of 
France felt in 1788; and, let it be for 
ever remembered, that if their feeling 


| 
' 
| 
. . 
should change, as those of the people of 


| France changed, it will not be cheir 
| fault; but the fault of those who, in 


imitation of the fatal example of the 
iaristocracy of France, shall resist and 
defeat the prayer for reform ! 

The punishment intlicted on the aris- 
tocracy of France was very great ; and 
| the degradation which they had to 
endure was still greater ; but, neith . 





was greater than they deserved; for 
was they, it was their injustice ee 


| arrogance, that brought the King to the 
| block, and that plunged their country 
in blood. 

The great object of the French peo- 
| ple was to ¢ ym pel the aristocracy to 
|surrender the enormous power which 
they had by degrees usurped over both 
king and people. They had usurped to 
themselves all the offices, all the em- 
ployments, all the valuable privileges, 
even down to the carrying on of profit- 
able trades. ‘They had all the = of 
the army and navy in their hands, or in 
those of their relations and depende - 
They had ten thousand of their order, 
or belonging to their order, on the pen- 
and half-pay list of the army 

MapaMs be Pompapour repre- 








| sion 
alone. 


because every vic- 


sition for the destruction of the mo-| tory brought swarms of the noblesse to 


narchy ; 
years, 


yet, 


in the course of three | 
that monarchy was, in fact, com- 


be put ou the pension-list, for services 
or pretenced services. ‘This cormorant 


pletely subverted ; and that, too, with | noblesse had beggared the nation. 
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They had drained it to such an extent 
that the farmers were unable to pay 
wages to the labouring people; the | 
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self, he was continually induced to act 
'an insincere part, continually making 
| promises and continually breaking them. 


Jand was falling out of cultivation ; | This, however, only tended to urge the 
people of property emigrating in all | nation on, step by step, till at last, the 
directions, and a half starvation was | National Assembly, which now repre- 
seen to spread itself over whole pro- | Sented all the people, proceeded to the 
yinces- ‘making of a new constitution, which 

This monstrous oppression the people should deprive their arrogant enemies, for 
traced to the unjust power of the ever, of their power of oppression. -The 
noblesse who, and whose families and, King gave his consent to this constitu- 
dependents, were wallowing in luxury, jtion; but, in secret, “made a protest 
while the industrious classes were pe- |“ against the sanction which he had 
rishine. Therefore, to take from the |‘ already given, against the present 
noblesse this usurped and mischievous | “ sanction, and every sanction that 
power, was the great object of the} should be obtained from him in 
people of France, It was, too, the | “ future by what he called ge il 
object of La Fayerre and numerous} This was in the month of June, 1791. 


others of the nobility themselves, who | 
saw, not only that the people must 
continue to suffer, but that their country 
must sink into a state of insignificance, | 
unless some great change were adopted. | 
The main body of the noblesse, however, 

unable to bring themselves to give up 
the prey which they had so long en- 
joyed, opposed themselves to this 
reform ; insisted that only some slight} 
eevvections of abuses were necessary ; 

dwelt on the antiquity and sacredness of 
their rights and privileges ; and, unable | 
to make impression on the minds of the | 
people by means like these, many of 
them emigrated into Germany and the 


Netherlands, intrigued with foreign 
despots, and made preparations for 
forming an alliance of those despots, to) 


compel the French people, by force of | 
arms, to desist from their efforts to ob- | 
tain the grand reform which they | 
soucht. But, the great resource of this 
Wicked and tyrannical aristocracy was, 
been an! 


king, who appears to have 


honest and humane man ; 


by which he was beset. 
princess of the house of Austria, to 


| assent 


a step that determined his fate ; 


‘night of the 20th of June; 


| constitution, 
their influence over the mind of the poor | maintain it; 


The emigrants had already obti Pow a 
‘coalition of the despots ; and the French 
people ascribed these to the influence of 
the Queen and the feebleness and insin- 
cerity of the King, who had refused his 
to several decrees against the 
emigrants ; but who was now about to 
be put to the trial by accepting or re- 
fusing the constitution itself. 

To avoid this, he was advised to take 
namely, 
that of ese caping out of the territories of 
France, and joining the enemies of his 
people. He and his whole family 
secretly departed from his palace in the 
but, by the 
vigilance of the country people, he was 


stopped on the road at a short distance 


from the frontiers, and brought back to 
Paris, his two brothers having got safe 
out of France by another rox id. After 
this, no soul in France ever placed con- 
fidence in his word. He accepted the 
sizned it, and swore to 
but nobody ever believed 


‘him sincere. He was continually - accused 
but a man of of secretly siding with the enemies 
mind too weak to resist the seductions | France. 


of 
His brothers and their friends 


' 
His Queen, a} formed part of an army at Coblentz, 
ready to 


invade France. I was in 





y vice 
sse to 
rvices 
1orant 
ation. 


Whom haughtiness’' of the Luciferian 
Stamp was natural, had great power 
bver him. His two brothers, since 
Lovis XVII. and Cwaruss X., were 
lso bitter enemies of all reformation. 
0 that, however good and sincere a 
Man the king might have been in him- 








‘tions age ainst them, 


France from February, 1792, till Sep- 
tember in that year. ‘he emigrants 
and the despots were hovering with 
their armies on the borders of France; 
and though the King signed’ declara- 
every soul in 
France, down to the little carter boys 
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and sheplierd boys, believed him to year 17939 was, that they should giv, 
wish suceess to their enemies, and to ‘up the power which they had usurped, 
be aiding them to the utmost of his Their titles and estates they might still 
power, by listening to others than his | heave erjoyed; but by resolving to pre. 
own Ministers, and by acting, in fact,| serve the powers that they had usurped; 
coutrary to the pledges which he had| by their efforts to preserve these, they 
given to his Ministers and to the peo- | not only lost these, but (heer titles ani 
ple. At last the people, with one ac-jestates info the bargain! What 
cord, seemed to demand his dethrone- | lesson ! 

ment, which took pl ice on the 10th of | Afier this, one is astonished to hea 





August, 1792, while L-was in 'p icardy, | people referring to the French Revolu, 
t 


on my road from St. Omer’s to Havre | tion for arguments against reform. Ar. 


de Grace. It is well known that he! guments for it that Revolution furnishe 
was beheaded in January, 1793; and|the most cogent in the world. An at. 
thus ended this King, not a victim to | tempt to bring back the ancient usurpa- 
either vice or oly - for he was not aj} tions of the aristocracy, and to restrict 


fool, ani by no means a vicious man: ' the people in the enjoyment of their 


not a victim toa eames il disposition, | political rights, produ ‘ed the fall of 
I a disposition to wiste the Means of ;}\Caaries X. An endeavour, or rather, 
his people, for he was a mild and/a series of endeavours, to preveut the 


humave wan, and not a luxurious and! peo} ile of France from freely choosing 
prolate squanderer; not to any ob- their representatives, are producing all 
stinacy in resisting the just claims of his| the troubles of Let rs-PHILiPPE, wh 
suifering people, for it appears to have | must finally yield to the reasonable d 

been his most anxious desire to accede! mands of the — or share the fate 
to them. But a victim he fell to the | of his predecessors. All Europe is ina 
incessant importunities, the false repre-|state of commotion, every-where are 
sentations, the insididus advice, of a |the people on foot to obtain a just sh 

crafty, a greedy, an arrogant, an insolent lin the government of their country ; and 
and cruel aristocracy, who could not|is it to be believed that E ngland is th 

endure the idea of stooping from their|only country in which the people are 


usurped height, and of withdrawing | not to suc ‘eed ! 


their ever-grasping hands from. the In every view that one can possibly 
pockets of the industrious parts of the|take of the matter, it appears to be 
community, madness in the English aristocracy, 


From the melancholy fate of this de-}above all men living, to resist this Bil 
luded King, let us turn with feelings very | or to attempt to chip it to pieces. The 
different from those which that fate in- | Bill is essentially a whole: take away 
spires, | to the well-merited fate of that | one part, you spoil all the rest. When 
aristocracy. Let us behold them, and|one looks at the magnitude of its ob- 
let those who revile the Reform Bill of | |jects, and the number ‘of its provisions, 
Lord Grey behold them, scattered, like | one can hardly believe one’s eyes & 
the blaspheming Jews, over every perceiving so much matter so clearls 
country upon earth, and every-where | expressed and in so small a compass 
pursued by the curses of their own} There is deep reflection imprinted on 
country and the contempt and scorn of | every line of it. It is all that we wat, 
all the rest of mankind. Even when|]and we want itall. “THE BILL,” # 
crept back again into their native land, | some gentleman said, at the Surrej 
those of them who survived their | Meeting, “THE WIOLE BILL, AND 
ignominious exile, were stripped of |NOTHING BUT THE BILL,” let this 
their estates, and restored to their title | be the unanimous cry of the people ¢ 
as it were in mockery, and to per-| England ; and, the people will then be 
petuate their treason to their country | safe, the King great and happy, and the 
and to their King. Alas, all that the aristocracy safe and rich in spite 0 
French people wanted of them in the | themselves. 
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This Bill, which I inserted at full ‘ 
length in the last number of the Regis- | “‘ 
ter, will be one of the great constitu- |“ 
tional landmarks of England ; and, bare | “ 
justice will always demand that, as |“ 
“Peet's Bill” stands inseparable from | “ 
the name of its author, so ought this; “ 
Bill, the one as famous for the mis- | “ 
chiefs it has done as the latter for the | “ 
good which it will inevitably do. I} * 
have before distinctly stated that this |“ 
Bill was proposed to the Parliament,“ 
thirty-four years ago, by Lorp Grey ; | * 
but, in a matter of such importance, |“ 
and especially in a case where justice is | “ 


to be done to one who has conferred so 
great a benefit on his country, it is 


which 


An- 


tlie correctness of the statement, 
I here do in an extract from the 
neat Reotstrer for the year 179 
“On the twenty-sixth of May, Mr. 
““ Grey rose, in pursuance of previous 
notice, to. move fora reform in the 
‘ representation of the After 
an exordium, contrasting our former 
‘* prosperity with our present distress, 
and also asserting the purity and pa- 
triotism of his present intentions, 


people. 


he 


* expressed his wish that our establish- 
* ment should remain as it was, con- 
nosed of Lords and Commons. He 


‘ proposed, that the county representa- 
* tion should remain nearly on the same 
* footine: only,that instead ofninety-two 


‘county members, there should be one 


* hundred and thirteen. For instance, 
* instead of two for the county of York, 
* there should be two for each Riding ; 
‘and so in other counties, where the 
1 present representation Was not pro- 
¥ portionate to the extent of population, 
* In rder to put an end to compro- 
ry 5, each county, or riding, should 
be ided into erand divisions, each 
*of which should return one repre- 
* tive. With rezard to the qu rli- 
i ms of electors, instead of con- 
¢ e the right of election to free- 
r) rs, it sho ild be extended to copy- 
holders and lease-holders, who were 
| to pay a certain annual rent, : 
iu ber of years. But the re- 
; al ) which he had to propose, in the 
4 branch of representation, was 





right to produce indubitable proof of 


‘ of a much more extensive 
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nature. It 
that the remaining four hundred 
members should be returned by one 
description of persons, which were 
householders. If it were possible, one 
person should not be permitted to 
vote for more than one member of 
Parliament. In order to prevent ex- 
the poll ought to be taken 
the whole kingdom at one 
this was the outline of his 
plan ; to state that it could be obtained 
at first with exactness, er was not 
liable to difficulties, would be pre- 
sumptuous and absurd. But he flat- 


was, 


pense, 
through 
time: 


‘** tered himself there would be found no 


“< 


é 


insuperable or fundamental objections 
to it. The landowner would find his 
property suitably represented; the 
merchant support in the householders ; 
and men of respectability and talents 
in the different professions would find 
a fair door open for admission lato 
Parliament. The only persons whom 
he wished to exclude from that House, 
were men who were neither possessed 
of landed property, nor engaged in 
commercial enterprise, nor professors 
of any particular science, and who, 
without property, without industry, 
and without talents, obtained seats in 
the [louse of Commons, by the in- 
fluence of great men, for the purpose, 
not of cons sulting the of the 
“ pe ple, but of promoting their own 
interests.”’ 

And is this nobleman, 


good 


now that he 


has the whole of the people at his back, 


‘(r 
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ine to abandon this measure [s 


he going to suffer it to be chipped 
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tive, to give them an opportunity, in| 
a legal and constitutional manner, | 
to support his Ministers on this great 
and important oceasion, when. the) 
honour of their country, as well as its 
peace and happiness, are so manifestly | 
at stake. That every man of you, my; 
friends, will discharge your duty in this 
respect, I have no doubt; and if the 
people in general imitate your laudable 
example, we shall have what has al- 
ways been the first wish of my heart,a 
reform of Parliament by peaceable 
means. 

On the bit-and-bit reform patronised 
by Lord Carnarvon, while his son is, by- 
the by, sharply looking out for the 
county of Hants, it is unnecessary to 
say anything to you, who have read the 
pretty little sharp, biting speech of Lord 
Baovucnam, except perhaps just to men- 
tion, that a Herserr never was known 
to deviate from a certain point, any 
more than the needle from the pole. 
But, there was another lord, an Irish 
lord, who said that the effects of Lord 
Grery’s reform might be judged of by 
the persons who most loudly applauded 
it; and his Lordship was pleased to hint 
that the radicals, or jacobins, were the 
loudest of those applauders. Now I 
am looked upon as not the least of the 
jacobins, or those who have been accused 
of revolution, confusion, aud anarchy. 
I deny the accusation ; but if I did wish 
for revolution, confusion, and anarchy, 
I should, so help me God! wish 
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uses his utmost endeavours to cause ' 


the passing of this bill, which, in every 
line of it, promises security to the 
riches of the rich, and peace and. pleaty 
to the labourer’s dwelling. Once more, 
therefore, my friends, and with this I 


nothing but the Bill; ” and, in order 
that we may ensure to ourselves and 
our children this great blessing, humble 
and earnest supplications ought to be 
made to his Majesty, that, in justice 
and mercy to his suffering and dutifal 
people, he will be graciously pleased to 
dissolve this Parliament. 
Iam 
Your faithful friend, 
And most obedient servant, 
Wma. COBBETT, 


P. S. From a speech of Lord Grey, 
last night (it is now Friday), I think it 
is evident that the Parliament will be 
dissolved. ‘This is the only thing, to 
which we have row to look. 





Two-renny Trasu for April; contain- 
ing instructions to Lasourers for 
planting Cossetr’s Corn, will be pub- 
lished Ist April. 


No 4 of GEORGE IV will be pub- 
lished next Saturday. 

Preston Cock, like Swift’s bug, must 
wait till I have leisure to give him 4 
last squeeze ; or perhaps the dissolution 
may do it better! 





for the rejection of this Bill! wish 
to see Lord GREY once’ more 
driven from power, and wish to see 
Wexuneron and Prev back again at 
the head of affairs. There has been a 


great talk about ‘“ political suicide ; "’| 


but of all the acts of self-destruction 


ever committed by mortal man, not) 


excepting that of CasTLEREAGH, at 
North Cray, in Kent; of all the acts 
of insanity, co-operating with un- 
governable rage, none ever equalled 
the act of that man, who, being de- 
sirous to see anarchy and confusion in 
the country, being desirous to see the 
complete overthrow of every ancient 
institution, to see all property spread 


Mr. Ripeway, of Piccadilly, has pub- 
‘lished a correct List of the Division, on 
‘the Reform Bill, on an open sheet in 
/ Red and Black. Every one should 
have it stuck up in his house. 





The following Lists are taken from 
The Morning Chronicle of the 24th 
_ inst. 





List of the Majority and Minority, on the 
Second Reading of the Reform Bill, in the 
House of Commons, Tuesday, March 22, 


1831. 
MAJORITY. 


ENGLAND. 
Ackland, Sir T, D. Devonshire 
Adeane, H. J. Cambridgeshire 





abroad for a scramble, nevertheless 


Althorp, Viscount Northamptonshire 


conclude, “ the Bill, the whole Bill, and 
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ich field 
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Dunwich 
Wiltshire 

Bristol 

Rye 

‘Taunion 
Callington 
Portsmouth 
Thetford 
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York 
Northumberland 
Cheshire 
Wiltshire 
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Rochester 
Yorkshire 
Denbigh 
Berwick 
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Steyning 
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New Sarum 
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Surrey 
Downton 
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— 
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Oxfordshire 
Peterborough 
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Harris, G. Great Grimby 
Hardinge, Sir H. Newport, Cornwall 
Hastings, SirC. A. ‘Leicester 
Heathcote, Sir W. Hampshire 
Herries, J. C. Harwich 
Hill, Sir R. oe 
Holmes, W. Haslemere 
H omesdale, Viscount East Grinstead 
Hope, J. T. Gaston 
Hope, H. T. East Looe 
Hotham, Lord Leominster 
H ouldsworth,A.H, Dartmouth 
Houldworth, T, Newton 
Howard, F. G. Castle Rising 
Hoy, J. B. Southampton 
Hulse, Sir C. West Looe 
lugestre, Viscount Hertford 

(To be continued.) 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE, 
Faipay, Marcu 18, 1831. 


INSOLVENT. 
Marcn 18,—STOW, J. S., Birmingham, 
gun-maker. 
BANKRUPTCIES SUPERSEDED. 
BREEDEN, S., Birmingham, draper. 
MANN, J., Cleobury-Mortimer, Shropshire, 
baker. 

MARSHALL, W., Fountain-grove, Hudders- 
field, Yorkshire, shear- manufacturer, 

BANKRUPTS., 

D'EMDEN, H., Upper Frederick-street, Con- 
naught-square, bookseller. 

FAXON, S. W., Jermyn-street, surgeon. 

GREASLEY, T. and C,, West Smithfield, 
clothiers. 

HALLAS, B., Ossett, Yorkshire,cloth-mercht. 

MORRIS, C., Manchester, joiner, 

WALL, J., Manchester, dealer. 


Tugspay, Marcu 22, 1831, 


INSOLVENTS, 
Marcu 21.—HAINES, B., Royal Hospital- 
row, Chelsea, grocer and cheesemonger. 
FLETCHER, C., Salford, Lancashire, 
common-brewer, 
BANKRUPTCIES SUPERSEDED. 
BARLOW, M., Salford, Lancashire, publican. 
JACKSON, J., Liverpool, merchant. 
BANKRUPTS, 
CHEESEMAN, Reading, Berkshire, baker. 
CHOAT, J., Lamb’s-Conduit-street, Red 
Lion-square, trunk-maker, 
DOWNES, E., Chorlton-row, Manchester, 
ublican. 

FOWLER, T., late of Saint Peter the Great, 
otherwise Subdeanery, Sussex, carpenter, 
GRAVESON, J. & M., Halifax, linen-drapers, 
LITTLE, W., Macciesfield-street, North 

City-road, tea-dealer. 
PINNELL, W., Up Lambourn, Berkshire, 
farmer. 
PLATT, J., Liverpool, inn-keeper. 
PRATT, W., Norwich, common~-brewer and 
coal-merchant, 


Gazette anp Markers. 
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RUSHFORTH, R. W., Manchester, mercht, 
STOTT, J., Bishopsgate-st. Without, oilman, 


LONDON MARKETS. 


Mark-Lane, Conn-Excuance, Marcy 2), 
There is a fair trade in English Wheat, aj. 
though the purchasers are not very extensive 
and fine samples may be given at a shade 
above Monday's price. Foreign Wheat re. 
mains as last quoted, and trade is Steady, 
The top price of Flour is 65s. per sack. Bar. 
ley is rather more in demand than on Friday 
last, in consequence of the explanation given 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Oats 
are full as dear as on this day week, and there 
isja pretty good trade in this article. Beans, 
Peas, and Rye, remain as last noticed. 


Wheat 74s. to 78s, 


Ry@ ccccccccceccccccoe cece 30s, to 34s, 
Barley . . 38s. to 40s, 
fine.. ee eeee et ee reese 44s. to 47s, 
Peas, White eeeee te eeseee 40s. to 42s, 
Boilers eee et eeeete 45s. to 48s, 
Grey eecese *teesere 36s. to 40s, 
Beans, Small ....+eseessee++ 405. to 42s, 
Tick ,.ccccsscsesae S25. to 36s, 
Oats, Potatoe .,..ece+eeees 285. to Sls, 
—— Poland ,,...ccecereee 265. to 285, 
Feed eeeteetetteeee ee 22s. to 24s, 
Flour, per sack .... eereetee 60s, to 05s, 


PROVISIONS. 
Bacon, Middles, new, 42s. to 46s. per cwt. 
Sides, new... 43s. to 48s. 
Pork, India, new., 115s. Od. to 117s. 6d.' 
Pork, Mess, new... 60s. to —s. 0d. per barl. 
Butter, Belfast .... 110s. per cwt. 
Carlow .....105s. to 110s. 
Cork,. ....105s. to —s, 
—— Limerick... 104s. to —s. 
Waterford 100s. to 104s. 
Dublin ....—s. to—s. 
Cheese, Cheshire ..,. 50s. to 84s. 
Gloucester, Double, . 56s. to 62s. 
Gloucester, Single. ,.50s, to 56s. 
Edam ...., «46s. to 50s. 
Gouda ...,.. 448. to 50s. 
Hams, Irish..,,....50s. to 60s. 


SMITHFIELD—March 21. 


Prime young Scots, Lincolns, and Durbams, 
fetch 4s. 4d. to 4s. 6d, per stone; and in Mut 
ton the prime young Downs are 5s. to 5s. 2d. 
per stone. In Veal prime young Calves are 
5s. 6d. to 6s. per stone ; and dairy fed Porkers 
are 5s. to 5s. 2d. per stone. Beasts, 2,790; 
Sheep, 20,550 ; Calves, 120; Pigs, 170. 















































THE FUNDS. 
3 per Cent, ) | Fri: ; Sat. jMon. Tues. Wed(Thar- 
Cons. Ann. f | 764) 764] 76] 76§| 764) 765 
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